Revirw 


Ohe Lenten Questions 


The Lenten tragedy confronts 
each one of us with the in- 
evitable challenge, What 
Shall I Do With Jesus? 


“Do ye now believe?’’ the 
Saviour asks as we journey 
—in spirit—to Calvary 


There can be no upward, hopeful look in the crisis of the 
present perplexities unless it be the vision illumi- 
nated by Divine Love and focused on 

the true meaning of the Cross”’ 
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Our Newest Confirmation 
BOOKLET with Certificate 
CONFIRMATION CANDLES 


By PAUL J. HOH 

A booklet that includes the Confirmation certificate, promise, 
blessing, sixteen “Candies,” and blank pages for the individual’s 
Confirmation verse, the hymn, and the names of the class. 

The old sexton dreams and in his dream he sees in the candles 
lighted on the altar in readiness for the Confirmation service, faces 
or members of past classes. Each ‘‘Candle” tells of the life it sym- 
bolizes, In many of the lives, the Confirmation vow and blessing 
showed their influence and the flame either burned brightly or was 
re-kindled; in some, the flame went out. 

This is a book that the boy or girl of this age will read and 
can understand. The style is easy and attractive, the material is 
interesting and fraught with meaning. hristian virtues, Christian 
faith ana hope, and the Confrmeation vow will mean more to the 
young people who light their Confirmation candle this year. This 
is a booklet they will pick up and re-read in later years. 


Attractively bound in white art paper covers 
Price, 25 cents.a copy; $2.40 a dozen 


Another “Elective” for Young People 


The Minor Prophets and Modern Problems 


By HARRY. F. BAUGHMAN 


A study of these twelve Old Testament books that are so 
fascinating and so modern, makes one feel that their messages were 
written to meet the problems of our day even though they really 
were written for the people of the age in which they were delivered. 
A careful study of this ‘Elective’ will help greatly in understanding 
the messages of the “Minor Prophets.” ‘the author uses a number 
of introductory paragraphs in each chapter to give the general 
setting and spirit of the prophet and his prophecies. Then the book 
is studied section by section, accompanied by full, lucid, helpful 
notes explaining and emphasizing the real meaning of the passages. 
There are splendid “Questions for Group Discussion,” thus en- 

i personal preparation, discussion by the group, and ac- 
tivity. he aim of this book will be attained when the truths 
that are learned from it are translated into life. 


THE STUDENT’S EDITION is a complete textbook, giving 
helpful explanations for the student. 


Price, 20 cents a copy 


THE LEADER’S EDITION is the textbook plus most prac- 
tical suggestions and helps for the conduct of the sessions. 


Price, 30 cents a copy 


The First Unit of a Series of Projected Adult Electives 


What a Church Member Should Know 


By A. A. ZINCK 

A satisfactory manual for adult catechetical classes or instruc- 
tion groups has been called for right along. This study unit has 
been prepared primarily for that purpose. However, it is eq 
serviceable for use with adult groups in Sunday School and else- 
where as a course that will crystallize and promote a correct under- 
standing of the chief teachings of the Christian Ch 

Each of its thirteen chapters includes helps stimulating to dis- 
cussion and further interest and study. The following subjects are 
presented: The Christian Church, The Holy Scriptures, The Prob- 
lem of Sin, Our Saviour Jesus Christ, Our Heavenly Father, The 
Work of the Holy Spirit, The Sacraments, The Meaning of Faith, 
Christian Worship and the Lord’s Day, The Missionary terprise, 
Personal Evangelism, Stewardship of Life and Possessions, The 
Christian Life. 

Sahiat4 Church member could study or read this manual with 
profit. . 

Bound in Heavy Paper. 96 pages 


Price, 20 cents a copy 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 


Ccarlet and White 


There can be no upward, hopeful look in the crisis of the present perplexities unless 
it be the vision illuminated by divine love and focused on the true meaning of the Cross 


Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 
—Matthew 12:28 


to Jerusalem!” sounded more impressively than 
in this disturbed hour. Lententide always brings 
an emphasized plea for deep spirituality; but as we 
enter the hush of these solemn days surrounded by 
spiritual, moral and financial problems, these quiet 
weeks and their holy message assume an unusual appeal. 

In a recent address the Honorable Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, said: ‘We are living in a time when 
the minds and hearts of men are baffled and confused. 
Ours is an age of unparalleled paradoxes. Great prob- 
lems weigh upon us today. How shall we seek their 
solution? Where shall we look for the answer? 

“One thing is clear. Our problems and our diffi- 
culties, our sense of bafflement and confusion, do not 
spring from many material causes, nor from inability to 
visualize our potentialities and our possibilities. The 
roots of our tragic shortcomings lie in the realm of the 
spirit. Humanity desperately needs today a moral and 
spiritual rebirth—a revitalization of religion.” 

This accentuated appeal for deeper spirituality is 
focused upon our soul as we enter the hush and majesty 
of these forty solemn days. In the midst of the specters 
of chaotic debacle, both spiritual and temporal, there is 
a peculiar and unprecedented insistence and profundity 
to these quiet weeks and to the message that they would 
convey. 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” “Though your sins be as scarlet,” 
that is, though they are the deep, carnal, bloody sins of 


BY leo Fer: has the Lenten call, “Behold, we go up 


I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto 


the Father, but by me 
—John 14:6 


shrieking guilt, they shall become: white as the new 
driven snow; they shall lose their hideousness and be 
washed of their vermillion stain. And then, to add as- 
surance, the promise is repeated, clothed in the same 
symbolism of colors, “Though they be red like crim- 
son,” the deepest red known to the art of the ancient 
Orient, “they shall be as wool,” the stainless, blemish- 
less color of innocence. 

Think of the unlimited sweep of these words, as 
they address themselves to all, regardless of the many 
and sometimes artificial barriers which we have erected 
to separate men almost effectively as they are cata- 
logues in caste-ridden India. 

At the bar of justice it does not matter who we 
are, whether we belong to the blue-blooded ‘400” or 
to the thin-blooded thousands of hungry, homeless men 
who, night after night, crawl into cramped quarters of 
our municipal lodging houses; our names may be in 
“Who’s Who,” or our fingerprints may be on record at 
police headquarters, whoever we are and whatever we 
are and wherever we are, in absolute disregard of every 
difference of race and color, culture and learning, posi- 
tion and authority, money and wealth; God comes to 
all of us without limitation or exception with this sacred 
pledge: “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow.” 

Think also of the free and unconditional offer of 
the magnificent grace. No semblance of any condition 
is attached to these words. We do not read: “Your 
sins shall become white as snow, if you do something, 
if you say something, if you pay or earn something.” 
Here, without money or without price, without charac- 
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ter or contribution, without merit or worthiness, simply 
by the purest, freest, widest grace of which even heaven 
conceived, we are granted the divine pledge of pardon 
that is positive in its promise and unquestionable in its 
power. 

Now what is the reasonable view of sin. “Scarlet 
and crimson”’—glaring, blazing, unconcealable. Nay, 
more than that, the colors of shed blood. Like Lady 
Macbeth, they have the stain of blood upon their hands 
and the damned spot will not wash out. “Our sins are 
scarlet and crimson” and the wages of these sins is 
death, nay the best prize that sin has to offer is death. 

But Almighty God says, “They shall be as white as 
snow, they shall be as wool.’ These words portray a 
vivid sense of colors and contrast with gleaming blood. 
The snows of Mount Hermon and the fleece of young 
lambs over against the shed blood. They bring us 
back to the austere nature and cleanness of nature 
which formally judged sin as bloody. 

God says, ‘“‘Come,” and if we do not come to Him, 
surely He cannot forgive our sins. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Thus the sinner 
is left absolutely without excuse. 

The appeal of this solemn season asks us to make 
our hearts and lives living, breathing monuments to the 
radiance of Christ’s love for us. 

As we once more stand on the threshold of these 
forty solemn days, ready to pull aside the curtain that 
reveals our inner sanctuary of all history’s holy of 
holies, the latter where humanity’s High Priest offered 
Himself as the eternal and ever-valid Sacrifice, let us 
apply this searching inquiry to ourselves and ask: Do 
we now believe? As we confess our sins and ask of 
the Lord forgiveness, His answer will be, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow, 
though they be like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 


HUMAN HEART 

The following piece comes from a Flemish news- 
paper: The undersigned gives notice with deep regret 
that the following valuable objects have been lost, to wit, 
between the stations of Vacillation and Little Faith, the 
pleasure of the Lord. Near the swamp, Romance, love 
for God’s Word. On Sunday, between Long Sleep and 
Late out of Bed, the opportunity to hold communion 
with the King of Kings. In the district of Selfishness, 
between the streets Self-Love and Hand over the pocket, 
a large parcel of brotherly love. In the neighborhood of 
False Modesty, near the slums, Fear of Men and Men’s 
Favor, the witness of the Holy Spirit, Behind the beauti- 
ful park, Means of Grace, on the arid sandpaths, Apology 
and Self-sufficiency, the food and drink for eternal life. 
Near Tepidity Bridge at the top of Indifference alley, the 
enthusiasm for Faith. On the hills of Presumption and 
Conceit, a pearl of humility of unknown worth. In 
Chatter Street, near the houses called Evil Tongue 
and Defamation, two golden hours, each set with sixty 
diamond minutes. On the slippery country road, Lust of 
the yes, by the cess-pool Impurity, chastity of spirit. 

The honest finder is requested, kindly and urgently, 
should he find one of the above mentioned objects, to 
give it up at the Human Heart office. He may count on 
a rich reward. 
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MEET YOUR SECRETARY 


MISS GLADYS A. BROEKER 
Secretary of the Luther League of America 


Native of Beardstown, Illinois 
Residence: Washington, D. C. 
Clerk in the office of Chief Signal Officer, 
War Department 
Member of Zion Lutheran Church, Washington, D. C. 
President of Zion’s Young Women’s Missionary 
Society, 1933— 
President of Zion’s Volunteer Choir, 1937— 
Superintendent of Primary Department of Sunday 
School, 1934— 
President of Lutheran Ladies’ Duckpin League of 
Washington, 1935-1936 
Secretary, Beardstown Luther League, Beardstown, 
Illinois, 1924 
Zion Luther League, Washington, D. C:: 
President, 1928-1930 
Intermediate Secretary, 1931-1932 
Recording Secretary, 1932-1933 
Life Service Secretary, 1934-1935 
Luther League of District of Washington, D. C.: 
Corresponding and Statistical Secretary, 1929-1930 
Sustaining Membership Secretary, 1932-1933, 
1934-1935, 1936-1937 
Life Service Secretary, 1933-1934 
Missionary Secretary, 1935-1936 
Maryland Synodical Luther League: 
Sustaining Membership Secretary, 1933-1934, 
1935-1936 
Life Service Secretary, 1934-1935 
Corresponding and Statistical Secretary, 1936-1937 
Elected Secretary of the Luther League of America, 
Springfield, Ohio, July 1937 


The Luther League of America offers its whole- 
hearted cooperation to the American Mission Board in 
the Anniversary Appeal. Seventy thousand Christian 
young people offer their united efforts in this great 
undertaking. 
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Open G New Channel 


(By George L. Rinkliff) 


The Luther League of America offers its whole-hearted 
cooperation to the American Mission Board in the Anni- 
thousand Christian young 
people offer their united efforts in this great undertaking 


versary Appeal. Seventy 


On the Father of Waters, when a catastrophic flood 
clogs a bend in the channel with snags and bars of mud 
and sand, choking off navigation, the army engineers 
don’t tell the steamboat men to give up and quit. 

They open a new channel, and the boats go through. 

Drama there—man harassed by circumstance, but 
dominating in the end. It is always drama when man is 
victor over circumstances, and it lays hold on our imag- 
inations, and claims our admiration and our loyalties. 
How much we all like to take a hand in such an achieve- 
ment! 

Something like the clogging of a navigable channel 
has taken place in a certain activity of the United 
Lutheran Church in recent years. But the stagnation 
will not occur, because the Church is setting out to do 
something effective about it. 

It is all about a matter of credit—home mission 
credit. Credit, you know, is one of the institutions of 
civilization. Credit is a matter of believing in your 
neighbor to the extent of reposing a reasonable trust 
and confidence in him or her. 3 

To say that a home mission congregation sometimes 
needs credit is to classify it in that respect with every 
other enterprise on earth, and with every human being. 
Every business undertaking needs credit—the faith on 
which people invest money and other assets in it. As for 
human beings, they need and receive a lot of credit. The 
man who says he has always gone along without credit 
from anyone is overlooking some big and very obvious 
facts. The truth is, he started out on a purely credit 
basis, and kept it up for years. Who took care of him 
until he was able to care for himself? Is it not true that 
we have all either grown up or are growing up entirely 
on credit—on the faith of others that in time our per- 
sonal contributions to the common good will repay the 
sacrifices made for us? 

We all need credit—all worthy enterprises need 
credit—and we should not be astonished to find that 
home mission congregation come under that rule. 

Most of the Churches in North America today were 
in at least a considerable degree built on credit—build- 
ing funds borrowed to augment the cash in the con- 
gregational treasury at the time of building. And since 
almost all well-established and self-sustaining congre- 
gations on occasion find such a course both necessary 
and wise, the home mission congregation finds the same 
course no less imperative. 

It has never been proved practical for a home mis- 
sion congregation to delay acquiring a house of worship 
until all the money necessary for that purpose was in 
its treasury. It might well take many years to accumu- 
late the amount needed. A far more practical course 
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for the congregation to follow is to go into debt for 
part of the cost, and once properly housed, the congre- 
gation can serve the community far more adequately. 

It should be easy to understand why a home mission 
congregation can hardly be sure of its future until it is 
also sure of possessing a Church building adequate for 
its needs. Always and everywhere people have taken it 
for granted that a place of public worship should be set 
aside as a sacred spot—and that is true of both worship- 
pers of God and pagans. People rightly expect a Chris- 
tian congregation to have a building specially designed 
for and consecrated to such a purpose, and the more 
thoughtful see the necessity for additional facilities for 
carrying on an educational program. Therefore, when a 
congregation is founded, there is a well-defined under- 
standing on the part of everyone that in due course of 
time, it will have its own Church building. 

The day was when a home mission congregation 
could borrow from some financial institution a part of 
the money it needed for a building enterprise, on a first 
mortgage. Making such an arrangement was once stand- 
ard procedure in. building home mission Churches. And 
then a change came. 

We live in a rapidly-developing civilization, so far 
as material things are concerned. We are proceeding at 
an almost headlong pace in economics, particularly in 
splitting up the science of economics into finely special- 
ized fields. 

Credit is an important element of economics. For 
more than a century the credit system has been develop- 
ing like a network of channels opened to irrigate a 
desert. Each channel of credit serves a specialized pur- 
pose—the home buyer, the farmer, the merchant, the 
manufacturer and many others have had opened.to them 
such specialized channels. : 

The world wide depression of the last several years 
has speeded up that specialization. It brought economists 
to the conclusion that existing channels of credit could 
no longer serve for financing the building of single pur- 
pose structures, 

When that conclusion was accepted, it clogged all 
commercial channels of credit for building home mission 
Churches. For a Church is a single purpose structure, 
not available for any use other than as a place of wor- 
ship without extensive and expensive alterations. 

But that did not by any means signify an unfriendly 
attitude toward the Church or toward missionary activity. 
It was not an effort to ban Churches from the field of 
credit. It meant that a specialized channel of credit was 
needed for home mission building operations. It dem- 
onstrated that home mission enterprise, in its economic 
aspect, had entered a new and advanced era. 
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It was opportunity—huge and portentous. But op- 
portunities are always tests. And this opportunity, clear- 
ly enough, was to be a great test of the United Lutheran 
Church. Is the United Ltuheran Church determined to 
march onward with the growth and development of 
this continent? Is it willing to assume increased re- 
sponsibilities, to prove itself the bearer of a divine 
message to every spot in the land? The answer to that, 
from all loyal members of our Church, is of course, a 
unanimous, fervid “Yes!” 

To make any other reply would be to accept the 
status quo, to assume that our Church has gone as far 
as it can go, and that for it the future means not con- 
tinued growth and expansion, but stagnation and decline. 

The United Lutheran Church is going ahead, of 
course. The new channel of credit will be opened. At 
the convention of the United Lutheran Church in Col- 
umbus, Ohio, in October, 1936, the Board of American 
Missions was authorized to make a special effort during 
the year 1938 to open the new credit channel. 

The year 1938 begins in another fortnight, more or 
less, and the Board of American Missions is prepared to 
start carrying out the Church’s authorization on New 
Year’s day—to commence the presentation of the Anni- 
versary Appeal to the whole Church. 

Anniversary—because the year 1938 is the twentieth 
anniversary of the organization of the United Lutheran 
Church; Appeal—because the whole special effort is an 
appeal to every member of each of our congregations to 
renew and increase his or her zeal for the cause of carry- 
ing the Word and sacraments to all the un-Churched 
in North America. : 

To all our membership the Anniversary Appeal goes 
admonishing each to remember the sacred obligation and 
privilege of bearing witness for our Lord before all men, 
to increase their loyalties to Christ and His Church, and 
to provide a Church extension fund adequate for our 
modern home mission needs and opportunities. 

For the Church extension fund a total of not less 
than $3,450,000 is needed. Of that total, $1,200,000 is 
necessary for loans to home mission congregations now 
using store rooms and lodge halls as places of public 
worship and instruction, and whose growth and de- 
velopment will be accelerated the moment they start 
building Churches of their own. 

Other home mission congregations that have al- 
ready built Churches, but have made building loans on 
very burdensome terms will have to re-finance their 
mortgages, and $820,000 is needed for such loans to those 
congregations. 

During the next five years, more new home mission 
congregations will be organized, in fields awaiting the 
coming of the home missionary. Not less than $720,000 
will be needed for those congregations to enable them to 
start building the Churches they should have. 

And there are other home mission building needs 
awaiting assistance. Some rural Churches await re- 
habilitation, and they need loans for such a purpose 
amounting to $200,000. In metropolitan centers, loans 
totalling $100,000 are needed to enable some of our 
congregations there to re-equip for serving present day 
needs in their parishes. 

In the Canadian Northwest, Saskatoon Seminary 
needs increased equipment, for the training of missionary 
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Lutheran Training School, Monte Flores, Puerto Rico 


pastors for the great field opening in the Prairie Prov- 
inces and $100,000 should be supplied for that purpose. 

In the southern mountain missions area $40,000 is 
needed for increased educational and dormitory facilities 
to meet the growing and flourishing work at Konnarock 
Training School for Girls, and Iron Mountain School for 
Boys, and for building Churches in un-Churched areas 
of the mountain field. 

Home mission congregations near colleges and uni- 
versities in many parts of our country need enlarged 
facilities for serving the students at those centers—and 
to provide them $70,000 is required. 

Finally, there are special types of home mission 
work for which our Church must be more adequately 
equipped than at present. We have a responsibility to 
our Lord for declaring His Gospel to all sorts and con- 
ditions of the population of North America—to the 
Negroes, to the migrant workers and people who move 
from trailer camp to trailer camp, to Mexicans and 
Orientals who have settled in some sections—and to 
carry on this work properly, at least $200,000 is needed 
to provide facilities. 

The new channel of home mission credit will be 
opened in 1938, and it will be opened through a clear 
understanding by all our membership of the great op- 
portunities awaiting our Church. 

It is a test, yes. But it is a test we can and will 
meet. Place is being made in the arrangements for pre- 
senting the Anniversary Appeal for using the talents of 


_all our members of all ages in the cause. 


There will be an up-surge in the emphasis on per- 
sonal evangelism—as many of our members as possible 
learning better how to win their neghbors and friends to 
a vital and abiding interest in Christ There will be 
publicity—literature to distribute and posters to display, 
and to do it well members of each congregation should 
assume responsibility for that phase of the undertaking. 

There will be pageants, in which the importance of 
the Church and her message in daily living and achiev- 
ing will be depicted. There will be sound motion pic- 
tures, specially prepared for presentation as part of the 
Anniversary Appeal, shown in each locality of the 
Church’s constituency, and volunteer assistance will be 
needed for advertising the time and place of the exhibi- 
tion, for aid in getting full attendance, and for operat- 
ing the projectors. 
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There will be celebrations of the twentieth anni- 
versary of the United Lutheran Church in all congre- 
gations, and rallies in which parishes will unite to hear 
noted preachers of the Church present the challenge of 
our day to greater Christian zeal and purpose. 

There will be a place for everybody, each in his or 
her own congregation, through which all may share in 
victoriously carrying the home mission enterprises of 
the United Lutheran Church into a new and greater era. 

There is a place in the presentation of the Anni- 
versary Appeal for every Luther Leaguer—a place for 
distinguished service in bringing on a new era of mis- 
sionary achievement in America. For a new chapter is 
about to be added to the glorious record of those who 
served in former generations—a chapter of enterprise 
and adventure toward new gains for the Kingdom of 
Christ—another chapter of triumph. 

No one wishes to, be left out. None of the Luther 
Leaguers of this day will ignore the opportunity to 
point to the finished achievement and remind others: 
“This we helped our Church accomplish early in our 
service in it.” 

The time has come to open the new channel! 


NATIONAL PROTESTANT COMMITTEE ON 

SCOUTING DEVELOPS NEW MANUAL 

The National Protestant Committee of the Boy 
Scouts of America of which Rev. William Chalmers 
Covert, D.D., formerly General Secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church is chair- 
man, met in New York last May. This Protestant 
Committee on Scouting is composed of the various 
educational leaders and Young People’s Directors of all 
the major Protestant denominations. Representatives of 
Churches on the Committee on Christian Education of 
Youth from the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation are all members of this Committee. It represents 
a total Protestantism cooperating with the Scout move- 
ment to spiritualize the contacts of this Boy’s organiza- 
tion as it operates in 15,000 Protestant Churches. The 
National Scout Executives sat in on the discussions and 
were urgent and unanimous in expressing the hope that 
the Protestant Committee would find its way to the most 
intimate and practical methods of making the Scout pro- 
gram an integral part of the educational program of the 
local Churches in order that the highest ideals of Chris- 
tian manhood and citizenship might be achieved, which is 
the goal of the Church and the Scout Organization. 
Pastors were asked to rise to meet this fine opportunity 
by keeping close to their own boys in the Troops and 
seeing to it that a Church Committee appointed by the 
pastor or some authoritative body in the Church selected 
a worthy Scoutmaster. Church loyalty and Scout loyalty 
were felt to be mutual and not contradictory loyalties 
and the best results in any Troop were impossible with- 
out the spirit of reverence and devotion through a vital 
Church contact. It was urged that pastors look upon the 
Scout work of their boys as being a vital part of their 
Church and school organization supplementing the Young 
People’s Society or Sunday School Class. A Protestant 
Scout Manual of religious instructions and worship forms 
for Scout Troops in Protestant Churches is under prep- 
aration and will be reported to the next meeting of the 
Committee. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 


What do they mean and what do they do? 


If you will look in a dictionary, you will read that 
sustain means “to hold up,” “to maintain,” “to prolong” 
and these are the things we are asking you to do for our 
great organization, the Luther League of America. 


The moneys derived from this Fund help to keep the 
Luther League going and the more we receive the more 
often we will be able to send our representatives into 
the field. 


As you all know there are three kinds of member- 
ships: *. 
1. The Sustaining Membership, $5.00 or more, for 
Local, Section, District, State and Synodical Leagues 
and for active Leaguers who wish to contribute more 
than is required by the Contributing Membership. 


2. The Contributing’ Membership, costing one dol- 
lar, is for active Luther Leaguers or for friends of the 
Luther League. Many of our Executive Committee 
members are becoming members of the fund. We have 
just received money from one entire Executive Com- 
mittee of an Eastern State Luther League. 


3. The Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership, at 
$5.00 or more per year. Some of the “old gang” have 
been taking out Alumni Memberships to help the cause 
which has been so near and dear to them. Others are 
taking out Gift Memberships by paying $5.00 or more 
and sending the certificate to their Pastor or Deaconess 
or are honoring a dear friend. Still others are taking 
out Memorial Memberships in memory of loved ones 
who have departed this life. 


The Golden Book of Memory 

A new idea for the Fund. 

A beautifully inscribed book will be kept at Luther 
League Headquarters in which the names of loved 
ones will be entered with the donor’s name also listed. 
This will be a permanent record—a very appropriate 
memorial. 

Memorials may be listed by individuals for loved 
ones or by Leagues and other organizations who wish 
to memorialize a friend. 


The Executive Committee of the Luther League 
of America has started off the 1938 Fund by each mem- 
ber subscribing to a membership. 


The new chairman would like each State or Syn- 
odical League to take out a membership. 


Look for further information in future copies of 
the Review. 


Our goal—Every active Luther Leaguer the holder 
of a Contributing Membership Card. 

Every League a Sustaining Member. 

Every State or Synodical League a Sustaining 


Member. Your Chairman, 


WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR. (‘Uncle Pat’) 


Do Not Delay 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 
bring miles of smiles 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Racial and Geographical Relationships of Pygmies 


(By Mary Ann Kinports) 


A large part of the interest in pygmies is probably 
due to the wide-spread curiosity with regard to the ab- 
normal. Men have written about them in early history. 
Homer in the Iliad speaks of a tiny people dwelling in 
a far southern land to which the cranes fly when hard 
winters and piercing frosts visit the northern shores. 
Fierce battles were often mentioned by later writers as 
occurring between the pygmies and cranes, and were 
even represented on their vases. On these the pygmies 
were depicted as dwarfs with large heads, negro features, 
close curly hair, and sometimes armed with lances. 
Aristotle firmly believed in the existence of these pygmies 
whom he characterized as a race of men of small stature 
inhabiting the marshes of upper Egypt, towards the 
sources of the Niles. Herodotus describes how a group 
of men traveling through the African desert came upon 
a plain where fruit trees were growing. While they were 
picking the friut, they were attacked and made prisoners 
by a group of small dwarf men, who took them to their 
city. Near the city was a river which flowed from west 
to east and which contained crocodiles. This river was 
probably the Niger, and the people mentioned were no 
doubt of the race of pygmies which now lives in equa- 
torial Africa. Pliny mentions dwarfed races in both 
Asia and Africa—the Catize dwarfs in Thrace and a 
similar race in Cavia. Cleseas, a century after Herodotus 
described a race of pygmies in the heart of India. The 
Chinese author, Chao Fu-Kua, in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century mentioned a tribe of black pygmies 
dwelling in the Philippine Islands called Hain-tan, small 
in size with round yellow eyes, curly hair, and with teeth 
showing through their lips, no doubt the ancestors of the 
present Aetas. 

Pygmies in Homer’s day were measured by pygme— 
plural, pygmae. It is the distance from the elbow to the 
knuckles—less than fourteen inches. Today they are 
measured by centimeters. A rule has been set by some 
anthropologists which calls any group of mankind whose 
average stature does not exceed one hundred fifty centi- 
meters or four feet and eleven inches in the male sex 
pygmies, However, this rule excludes some pygmy 
groups, for the enthusiastic travelers have disregarded 
accurate measurements and have almost invariably un- 
derestimated the average stature of various groups by 
from two to four inches. 


In the main the word pygmy is restricted to several 
Negroid racial types of small stature, Best known of 
these are the Central African Negrillos and the Oceanic 
Negritos. The Central African Negrillos are mostly con- 
fined to a belt five degrees north and south of the 
equator, extending nearly across the African continent. 
The greater number of these tribes inhabit the dense 
forests. They are separated into three groups: the 
Congo pygmies, including the Akka, Bambute, Batwa, 
and Wachua; the Babongo of French Equatorial Africa; 
and a tribe discovered in 1913 on the Wute plain in 
Cameroons. 

The Oceanic Negritos are better known. The 
“Mincopies” inhabit the Andaman Islands. They are of 


particular interest because of their long isolation on 
these islands. Another group of Negritos, the Semang, 
are found in the interior of the Malay Peninsula. Still a 
third group known as the Aeta are found in the Philip- 
pine Archepelago. More specifically they inhabit the 
Apayao swamp region, the Hocas Mountains, the Zam- 
bales Mountains, the East Luzon Mountains, the South 
Luzon Mountains, the island of Palawan, and Mindano. 
About 1919 pygmy Negroid tribes were discovered in 
the interior of British and Dutch New Guinea. They 
were unknown for a long time because they are hemmed 
in by peaks, some of which tower sixteen thousand feet 
above the sea. 

The South African Bushmen constitute a third group 
of pygmies. Most of them inhabit the region of the 
Kalahari Desert. The reason they are grouped separately 
is because they are so different from the other groups. 


Pygmies of the Belgian Congo (eastern part) with 
Rhodesian boys at either end of the line. These pygmies 
live in the jungle and subsist on wild pigi which they 


kill with assegai or bow and arrow. They are very 
shy and usually run at the sight of a white man. 
(T. M. French Photo, from Orient and Occident) 


The Negroid race, however, is not unique in the 
production of pygmy types. The Australoid race contains 
true pygmies. The Veddah of the island of Ceylon, south 
of India; the Suhai and Senoi of the Malay Peninsula; 
and the Toala of Celebes Island are all very short. The 
Mongoloid race, although they are not true pygmies, are 
of very short stature and should be mentioned. They 
are: the Indonesians of the Philippines, Borneo, and 
Sumatra; and the Lapps of Norway. 

Prehistoric dwarfs or pygmies are reported from 
Peru, South America, and the Neolithis strata of Switzer- 
land. Many men are quite certain that the dwarf-like 
proportions of the latter have nothing in common with 
diseased conditions. This, from many points of view, 
is a highly interesting discovery. It is possible, as Dr. 
Fuesch suggests, that the widely spread legend as to the 
former. existence of little men, dwarfs and gnomes, who 
were supposed to haunt caves and retired places in the 
mountains, may be a reminiscence of these Neolithic 
Pygmies. Scientists say that these pygmies found their 
way down the Nile valley to Egypt, where they were 
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certainly known some four or five thousand years ago. 
This is evident from the frequent references to them in 
the “Book of the Dead” as far back as the sixth dynasty. 

Like the dwarfs in medieval times they were in high 
request in the courts of the Pharoahs, who sent expedi- 
tions to get these Danga (Tank) from the ‘‘Island of the 
Double.” That is, the fabulous region of Shade Land 
beyond Punt, where they dwelt. The first, of whom there 
is authentic record, was brought from this region, ap- 
parently the White Nile, to King Assa, by his officer 
Baurtet. Some seventy years later, Heru Khuf, another 
officer, was sent by Pipe II to bring back a pygmy, alive 
and in good health, from the land of great trees away to 
the south. That the Barga came from the south, we 
know from a later inscription at Kartrah, and that the 
word meant dwarf is clear from the accompanying de- 
terminative of a short person of stunted growth. 

It is curious to note that the limestone statue of the 
dwarf Nemohotep, found in the tomb at Sakkara, has a 
thick elongated head, suggesting artificial deformation, 
unshapely mouth, dull expression, strong, full chest, and 
small deformed feet on which he seems badly balanced, 
although the best observers, Junker and others, describe 
those of the Welle and Congo forests as shapely and 
by no means ill-proportioned. 

From some of the writings of Junker about these 
little people we can readily understand why they were 
such favorites with the old Egyptian kings. He says that 
they are distinguished by sharp powers of observation, 
amazing talent for mimicry and a good memory. 

There are two points of particular interest in the 
distribution of the pygmies. The first is their discon- 
tinuous distribution, occurring here and there over widely 
separated areas. The second is the fact that wherever 
they are found they are occupying the least desirable 
portions of the country. In the Philippines they are 
confined principally to the mountains and swamps; in 
Central Africa they are found in the forests; in South 
Africa they inhabit the desert regions. In the Malay 
Peninsula and New Guinea they are inland and mountain 
dwelling people. Everywhere they are outnumbered and 
surrounded by other groups, who occupy the more de- 
sirable portions of the locality. 

From this last fact, two theories have arisen about 
the cause of their small stature. The one is, that an 
unfavorable environment has been the cause of their 
short stature; the other that they are a people represent- 
ing the early divergence from the man human stock of a 
tropical hunting type, which has conserved its physical 
characters and primitive culture in racial isolation. 

The most striking characteristics shared by all the 
pygmy group are short stature, a rather broad nose, 
dark skin, and hair that is not straight. 

The shortest group so far recorded is the Mawambi 
Negrillos. They are less than four feet and eight inches 
tall on the average. The Andamanese, Philippine Negri- 
tos, and a few of the New Guinea tribes, are one hun- 
dred fifty centimeters or well below the average height. 
The African Bushmen and the Australoid Pygmies both 
average more than one hundred fifty centimeters in 
height, and for that reason are not included by all 
anthropologists as being of the pygmy Hace. 

All the groups, except the Lapps, have a broad nose. 
Although this characteristic is thought of as belonging 
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only to the Negro race, both the Australoid and the 
Indonesian type have this kind of nose, The African 
Bushmen have a very flat nose, and its width exceeds 
its height. The Oceanic Negritos, excepting those of the 
Philippines, have a somewhat narrower nose, but still 
much broader than the nose of Europeans and Mongols. 


The head form of pygmies is also of interest. The 
Negroes have long narrow heads, but the pygmies have a 
somewhat wider head. The Philippine Negritos, the 
Andamanese and Lapps have very wide heads. The 
Semang Negritos, the New Guinea pygmies, the Austra- 
loids, and the Indonesians have rather narrow heads. 


The Australoid Pygmies are characterized by an 
abundance of body hair. Those in India have beards and 
hair long enough to cover them. Some of the Negroid 
Pygmies also differ from the other Negroes, in general, 
in having their bodies covered with short downy hair. 


The Negroid Pygmies also differ from other Negroes 
in having a lighter skin. The Bushmen have a light 
yellowish-brown skin. The Negrillos and New Guinea 
Pygmies have a skin color much lighter than, the sur- 
rounding Negroes and in some instances almost yellow. 
The Andamanese and Philippine Negritos often have 
a rather dark-brown skin. The Indonesians show various 
shades of yellow-brown pigmentation. 


On the whole pygmies have a small cranial capacity 
which is an index to a small brain. Of course, the small 
size of the pygmies must be taken into consideration. 


Culturally, most of the pygmy tribes are undoubted- 
ly very primitive. They are still in the hunting stage. 
In their villages the huts which are about eight feet long, 
five feet wide, and four feet high are clustered about the 
hut of the chief. Their usual food is vegetable, but they 
eat almost anything. In hunting they show great intelli- 
gence. They invent all kinds of traps, nooses, and nets 
for securing game great and small. Because of this skill 
they supply the surrounding tribes with meat in return 
for various services. 

The pygmies have never heard of communism, but 
their fields are worked in common and all activities that 
might benefit a village are conducted for the common 
good. They are the only race in the forests of Africa that 
is not cannibal. A sincere fellowship among themselves 
did away with the horrors of tribal warfare. “They have 
been the losing minority—never masters, and yet never 
slaves.” 

These little folk are polygamists in theory, but the 
women are considerably outnumbered so that few men 
can afford two wives and many must remain bachelors. 


In some ways they are very different from the tribes 
which surround them. The pygmies in New Guinea are 
surrounded by Papuans. While the Papuans are nervous 
and excitable, the pygmies are calm and tranquil. The 
Papuans would steal at every opportunity and are thor- 
oughly unstable and untrustworthy. The pygmies, on 
the contrary, are entirely honest. In other ways they are 
like their “big brothers.’ They speak the same language, 
and have the same religion, even though many years 
ago they probably had their own language and religion. 

Although some of the pygmies have inter-married 
with their neighbors, these groups therefore, must be 
regarded as the fragments of a homogeneous, dwarfish 
race who have an authentic historical record. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Intermediate Department 


Uncle Bim’s March Letter to All Intermediates 


In Terms of Time 

“Time marches on,” but time has 49 days, or 1176 
hours, or 70,560 minutes, or 4,233,600 seconds (a lot of 
seconds) to march around the clock ’till it reaches the 
month of March. Of course, that outburst is “untimely” 
unless the introduction to some sensible setting. Well, 
the setting is this, namely: the “Project Within a Pro- 
ject” idea is fast being’ “sat upon” by the Intermediate 
groups afield. This “Project Within a Project,” if you 
don’t know about it, or didn’t read about it in the 
January “Uncle Bim” letter, is the method we ’teeners 
are taking to support the Konnarock Objective. By 
going back to that letter and reading it I’ll be saved 
the necessity for reviewing its contents here, thus con- 
tinue where I left off there and report that 5 of the 
22 items, or “Projects Within a Project” have been 


underwritten. Here are the underwriters: 

Item 3. Sun Lamp, $25.00, by the Florida Inter- 
mediates 

Item 6. Sedimentation Tester, $15.00, by Holly- 
wood, Cal., League 

Item 10. Medicine Cabinet, $60.00, by Maryland 
Intermediates 

Item 11. Operating Table, $85.00, by New York, 
Intermediates 

Item 11. Operating Table, $85.00, by New York 
Intermediates 


Quick response for the first 10 days release of my 
January letter! Who’s next? But, whoever it is, please 
don’t write in as did my friend Bill Elliott, Superin- 
tendent of the Hollywood League, and ask me to give, 
in medical terms, the description of some of the long 
names of the equipment needed to outfit the Medical 
Centre at Konnarock. I don’t know. Any physician at 
home can tell you though. Well, “Bill” asked me to 
tell him what a “Sedimentation Tester” was used for. 
He was so serious about the matter and so anxious to 
get a reply that he sent his request by air mail. As I 
said above I don’t want to be asked to give a medico’s 
meaning to some of those five and ten syllable words. 
I don’t know. But I can give you several Luther 
League descriptions of a “Sedimentation Tester.” Num- 
ber 1 is: “A Sedimentation Tester” is the Executive 
Committee of the Luther League of America trying 
to find something more than “deficit sediments” in the 
1937 Budget. That body is meeting one week hence 
(from time of this writing) and will find fewer deficit 
sediments in the 1937 Budget than they did in the 1936. 
That’s good news, isn’t it? Will the 1938 deficit sedi- 
ments be still fewer? Number 2 definition is: “A Sedi- 
mentation Tester is the uninformed method used by 
some state officials in reporting Intermediate League 
and Member memberships.” Put in another way it 
has become a “fetish” or a “fever” in recent years with 
most states to either keep “membership” the same, or 
to lower it. In the case of the figures submitted at the 
end of 1937 (which figures are used by Headquarters 
to estimate 1938 dues), an alarming amount of “sedi- 


ment” has been discovered by the “Sedimentation Test- 


ers.” So alarming, in fact, is their discovery that I’m 
ready to question their authority as “Testers.” 


Why I Question? 

(1) On the basis of comparative figures (as be- 
tween our 1937 and 1938 membership—the difference 
being too great to go unchallenged—which difference is 
in- favor of the “lost column” to the tune of nearly a 
1000 members; (2) on the basis of our growth of 35 
new Leagues during 1937; (3) on the basis of “absurd- 
ities” in some figures; and (4) on the basis of a protest 
I received from a certain State Secretary, who reports 
3 active Leagues (and who knows better than she?) as 
over against 23 Leagues reported by some Senior 
official in her State. 

Let us look further into my four reasons for ques- 
tioning the 1938 figures. First, concerning the 1937 vs. 
1938 figures. The total difference in net loss amounts to 
29 Leagues and 969 members. To date 24 of the 28 
states having Intermediate Leagues figure in this loss. 
Of the 24 reporting State Leagues 8 show a League 
increase (28 in all); 8 a decrease (57 in all); and 8 
“no change; whereas 10 show a gain in members 
(212 in all); 12 a decrease (1181 in all); and 2 “no 
change.’ Can you and I be satisfied with a total net 
loss of 29 Leagues and 969 members for the Department 
in one year? If we don’t stop this decline, where will 
the “tobogganing” end? 

Second, on the basis of our 1937 growth. Of new 
Leagues I said there were 35, of which 21 are actually 
“New Leagues” in Churches never before having had 
an Intermediate League, while the other 14 are “re- 
registered Leagues,’ that is, in Churches that at one 
time or another had a League. In this connection it 
might be well to note that 806 congregations had an 
Intermediate League at some time, that is, as far as 
registration with Headquarters is concerned. Of this 
number 492 were reported as having Leagues in 1937, 
and 463 in 1938. Likewise we may well report that 
there are many congregations having Leagues that are 
not registered at Headquarters. I know, because one 
State Secretary only five days ago, reported five such 
congregations in her own State) We can only get 
factual figures when reports contain “facts”? and not 
mere “figures.” 

Third, on the basis of “absurdities.” Let us. take 
one State as an example. In 1937 that State reported 
21 Leagues, with a membership of 362. During 1937 
three Leagues and 3 re-registered Leagues were re- 
ported, for a total of 27 Leagues and 479 members. 
Now, sit tight and see straight! The 1938 figures of that 
State show 6 Leagues, with 201 members. Are those 
figures “absurdities,” or what are they? 

Fourth, on the basis of the State Secretary’s pro- 
test. That particular State paid dues in 1937 for 29 
Leagues, with 543 members. During the year 6 new 
Leagues joined the ranks of the original 29, and then 
there were 35. Against these figures must be placed 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


23 Leagues and 455 members for 1938. Here comes the 
protest! This State Secretary wrote me that there are 
30 active Intermediate Leagues in her State (however, 
she failed to include their total membership). To cor- 
rect such glaring divergencies and inaccuracies in 
Leagues and members I suggest that in the future the 
reporting “official” and his or her State Intermediate 
Secretary get their heads together and decide at the 
best (or worst) on the same set of figures. 


The Quarterly, Helps 

In a letter received only yesterday a League super- 
intendent wrote me this: “Please renew our subscrip- 
tion to the Quarterly Helps, which we consider very 
helpful.” Yes, dear reader, we do get an occasional 
boost. Well, the matter of Quarterly Help subscriptions 
has been a concern of mine for sometime. Not enough 
of our Leagues are using them and not enough copies 
are being ordered by most of the Leagues that do use 
them. Besides paying for itself, this ‘‘little helper” 
should be in the hands of every Intermediate Leaguer, 
and for a number of good reasons. That use may be 
made of the Daily Bible Readings therein; that ad- 
vance thought may be given to each topic during 
the preceding week by use of the “thoughts” found in 
them; and that the members thereby may come pre- 
pared to the Devotional, both to give and to receive. 
Now this three-fold purpose is not being served in the 
majority of Leagues, as the following record of sub- 
scriptions will readily indicate to you. 


104 Leagues subscribe to 1 Copy 
51 Leagues subscribe to 2 Copies 
18 Leagues subscribe to 3 Copies 
23 Leagues subscribe to 4 Copies 
9 Leagues subscribe to 5 Copies 
16 Leagues subscribe to 6 Copies 
1 League subscribes to 7 Copies 
1 League subscribes to . 9 Copies 
15 Leagues subscribe to 0 Copies 
8 Leagues subscribe to 2 Copies 
7 Leagues subscribe to 5 Copies 
4 Leagues subscribe to 8 Copies 
1 League subscribes to 19 Copies 
7 Leagues subsertbe. £0: 92.5 ..0csiac wees 20 Copies 
28 Leagues subseribe to) 2.2.0.5 cnr oe 25 Copies 
4 Leagues subscribe to). :)./55.cceeeea es 50 Copies 
298 1985 


It cost the Luther League of America $516.64 to 
print these 1937 Helps, receiving $351.65 through sub- 
scriptions as of above; for a loss of $164.99. Let’s all 
of us “hike” our subscriptions and pull the Luther 
League out of the “red” in this particular item. 


Sustaining Membership 
Seventy-seven Leaguers contributed $202.00 to this 
Fund in 1937. Fine work, Intermediates! But let’s do 
better in 1938. Suppose we let the S. M. (Sustaining 
Membership) stand for S-ome M-ore money for the 
Luther League of America in 1938. 


Our Sixteen Point Program 
Two hundred and twenty Leagues rang the “gong” 
in this program by meeting ten or more of its points 
during 1936, a gain of nine Leagues over 1935. The 
increase would have been decidedly greater had all 
Leagues reported, and had all those that did report have 
taken the time to answer all questions carefully. 


1937 Dues 
Of the twenty-four States billed, eighteen have paid 
in full. Some or all of the remaining six will come 
across in full in time. 
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The Intermediate Department’s record of “Dues 
Payments” in percentage in years past reads as fol- 
lows: 


LOSZMe enters sie eee 80% 
MOSSE xia ahs es 70% 
| in SD RO URA ET 79% 
WS EL ie aa ees 96% 
NOS OS a setae os 96% 
INDE Penal Chetan Meee ie 87% (to date) 


That is truly a fine showing—better as the years 
go by; and wouldn’t Treasurer Miller and all the 
lesser Board Treasurers of the United Lutheran Church 
in America rejoice if the Church at large (our pas and 
mas) came anywhere near that record? 

With that I’m “due” to quit, 


Sincerely, 


The transforming and regenerating power of the 
Gospel is magnificently emphasized in an article by E, 
Stanley Jones which appeared in the ‘Missionary Re- 
view of the World.” He writes: , 

“T believe that some day Jesus will go through and 
through the hearts of the people in China. In the city 
of Tientsin, I met a wonderful Christian, a man who 
made me feel that he had strength and stability; was 
one you could trust. He was building up a new type 
of official who would go out unselfishly to serve China, 
I asked him the secret of courage and strength amid 
this chaos, and he told me that he was once the most 
discouraged man in China. He said: ‘I saw my country 
sinking straight into ruin and knew that we had to have 
some regenerating power. I turned to Confucianism, 
which they told us was the right way; but I found 
Confucius’ teachings gave us no power. Finally, I 
suggested that some of us who were recognized as 
leaders opght to commit suicide so as to shock the 
country into doing something.’ But before he did this 
he began to read the New Testament and found there 
not only good teaching, but power to make bad men 
become good: the impure become pure; hopeless men 
gain hope; there he found something regenerative. In- 
stead of committing suicide that regenerating life of 
Jesus Christ entered his heart and darkness and shad- 
ows vanished. The man went straight out, not to com- 
mit suicide, but to serve China, by bringing it into liv- 
ing contact with Christ. That is the type of man real 
Christianity produces when Christ is given an oppor- 
tunity.” 


DID YOU NOTICE! 


in the January issue of the Luther League 
Review the announcement that was made 
of the Peace Topic and Peace Poster Con- 
tests? All Topic material and Posters must 
be in the office of the Luther League of 
America not later than May 31, 1938. 

No contest material will be accepted 
after that date to be entered in the contest. 
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A TRIP TO KONNAROCK 


(By David Cooper, North Carolina Missionary Secretary) 


EVERAL months ago a cavalcade composed of 
sj several friends and myself started in an effort to 

find out the real conditions and needs of the 
people in and around Konnarock, and to establish in 
our minds just what has been done as well as what 
definitely is to be done there in order that we might 
the more clearly report those conditions to the Leaguers 
of our State. 

Making our way from the North Carolina Luther 
League Headquarters in Hickory, N.C., we travelled by 
way of Blowing Rock to Damascus and from there into 
a dirt, sand-clay road which led us to the Iron Mountain 
School for Boys just over the state line in Konnarock, 
Va. The road, though in good shape, was rather nar- 
row, but nevertheless wended its way merrily beside 
and above scenes which we are always pleased to re- 
member. Barren sections of land where the trees had 
been ruthlessly cut for lumber mills were offset many 
times by beautiful, green, wooded mountains and hills 
and the miraculously cultivated tilting farmlands. Scat- 
tered houses of varying shapes and makes with orchards 
and dubious lawns also heralded our approach to the 
place which was marked by the sign on the little frame 
postoffce as Konnarock, Va. 

Atending Church services in the big, frame chapel 
on the grounds occupied by the Boys’ School we saw 
evidence to back up the statement recently made by the 
American Mission Board that “there is no mission field 
here in America where people attend Church more 
faithfully or are more eager to learn.” The full choir 
was made up of both the younger and older men and 
women of the congregation and the degree and quality 
of music showed that much preparation had been spent 
on it. 

On making a tour through both the Iron Moun- 
tain School dormitory for boys and the Konnarock 
Training School dormitory for girls, we saw further 
evidence of their eagerness to learn. Both of dhem neat 
and orderly, it could plainly be seen that the best 
methods of practical care were being taught them. 

We learned at the Konnarock Training School, after 
inspecting the spotless, attractive health center or clinic 
built several years ago by the Illinois Luther League 
that the Board of the School employs two registered 
nurses who, since the nearest doctor is twenty-three 
miles away, find it necessary to care for emergency 
cases and sickness in the surrounding territory within 
which bounds there lie many secluded mountain houses 
and families. A doctor, we learned, because one call on 
a patient in the hills means the better part of a day’s 
journey, usually charges $25.00 a visit! The Health 
Center there was doing much through clinics, towards 
checking and preventing diseases but the need for an 
emergency hospital and laboratory can clearly be seen. 

Though we were unable to visit any of the homes 
or associate to a great degree with any of the people 
there, we were, nevertheless, impressed with the sin- 
cerity of those whom we did meet as well as the great 
need for a more cooperative development towards evan- 
gelization and health education and protection there. 
It filled us all the more with the thankfulness that the 
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KONNAROCK TRAINING 
(The small building on the left is a health center) 


SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


Luther League of America has adopted a Project which 
will so greatly check this need. Opportunity can be 
seen here for not only the Leaguers as a whole to help, 
but also for the individual Leaguers as teachers, doc- 
tors, nurses, preachers and missionaries. We are sure 
that the Luther Leaguers of America will take advan- 
tage of these challenges. 


GOD’S LOVE IN MEN 


During the early part of the war, one of our Ameri- 
can magazines published several letters which had been 
written on the battlefield and recovered by Red Cross 
workers. Here is a note written by a French officer 
who was on the verge of death. The Red Cross de- 
tachment arrived just too late to save his life, but this 
half-finished letter was clutched in his hand. It was 
addressed to his fiancee, an American girl in Paris. 

“There are two other wounded, men near me, and I 
guess there isn’t much hope for them either. The 
Scotchman has one of his legs shattered, and the German 
has a bad piece of shrapnel in his side. When I came 
to, they were both bending over me trying to give me 
first aid. The Scotchman was pouring water down my 
throat, and the German was trying to staunch my 
wound in an antiseptic preparation given him before the 
attack by his own medical corps. In spite of their own 
intense suffering they were both doing their best to help 
me. By and by when I was thoroughly conscious the 
German gave each of us an injection of morphine and 
took one himself. Then the pain began to let up won- 
derfully, and we talked together as best we could. About 
home, of course. Both those poor fellows had been 
married less than a year.” 

There the letter suddenly stops. What do we see 
in such a scene? The horror of war, of course. But 
also human kindness. And beyond that kindness, God. 
“God is love. Everyone that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God.” 

James Gordon Gilkey in “The Certainty of God.” 
The Macmillan Company. : 
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THE PROGRAM FOR MARCH 


March 6. Topic Meeting—‘“Learning More of 
Jesus” 

March 13. Topic Meeting—‘“‘Sharing the Mes- 
sage of Jesus” 

March 20. Topic Meeting—“Jesus In My Daily 
Life” 

March 27. Missionary Meeting—“Broken Guns” 


or “The World On a Farm” 
Get the Reading Course book, “Bible Stories for 
Children, 8-10 Years,” 25 cents. Circulate. 
Get Ready for Easter 


Dear Leaguers: 
March brings us to the season of 


Lent 
and an opportunity to train our Juniors in worship. Do 
not miss this. Teach the boys and girls to sing, pray, 
worship. 

If you do not have a Junior Department, start now 
and appoint some one of the Senior League to begin 
the work by teaching the Lenten story to the boys and 
girls twelve years and under, through pictures, Scrip- 
ture and hymns. 

If you are organized, make plans now for devotional 
meetings all through March. 

Have some Lenten study in addition to the Topics. 
Begin with the devotional programs, and then go to 
the Topics. 

Use the pamphlet, “Lenten Story Worship Pro- 
grams’’—five cents. 

Use five large pictures covering the Lenten story 
which can be secured from our United Lutheran Publi- 
cation House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, at fifteen 
cents each. They cover the Last Supper, Gethsemane, 
The Trial, The Crucifixion, and the Easter Story. 

Make stories, pictures, prayer, Scripture and hymns 
part of your worship program. 

A natural outcome of the worship during Lent 
would be to have the Juniors build up a worship serv- 
ice around the Easter theme, to be given as their 
share of the Easter observance. 

Teach the Juniors self-sacrifice during Lent. Let 
them really give something that means sacrifice. 

Sewing on a quilt, making small dresses or aprons, 
dressing dolls, to be sent to one of our orphan homes 
at Easter time, is good handwork for Lent. 

Other projects for Lent: Have the Juniors conduct 
the worship service for another department of the Bible 
School, give a picture to another department, “Christ 
in Gethsemane,” or “The Last Supper,” would be suit- 
able to present to the Bible School, to a Bible Class, or 
to the main department of the Church School. An 
Easter picture might be given to the Little Leaguers, 
or to the Nursery, Beginners, or Primary Department. 

Make some plans to help others at Easter—a pro- 
gram at an old folks’ home, an Easter service with song, 


The Junior Department 


The Juniors Worship During Lent 
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recitation and dramatization of the Easter message for 
another group of children, eggs sent to an orphan home, 
Easter baskets for underprivileged children. 

Are you planning for a Good Friday service for the 
Juniors? A program can be secured from Headquarters. 


Easter 
Make your plans for Easter now, and secure all the 
material you will need. 
Use the pamphlet, “Easter,” and follow some of the 
suggestions given there. 


Reading Course 

Now is the time to work on the Reading Course. If 
you have finished “Broken Guns,” get “The World On 
a Farm” and study same. 

Also get “Bible Stories for Children Eight to Ten 
Years,” 25 cents, and circulate as a reading book. Have 
each Junior read this book, 

Have essays written on the Course. Let the Juniors 
illustrate these essays with pictures cut from magazines. 
An attractive cover may be put on each. 

Send these to Headquarters no later than June 1. 


HELPS FOR JUNIOR LUTHER 
LEAGUE LEADERS 


Meachets, Mantials le Scjwteseeiesic ae ne cmoa enon nee $.25 
The Child and Religien, VI (new) .............. 10 
(MhesChildvandeSchool, VII (mew) ics.ascc vee 10 
Daily Bibles Readings (new) sms eyiel tree oie 05 
astern NOae cole ts prete etavcuctslevetorevai acerca oon hhia irae 05 
lnittlesweaguensseerogtams i.e tc atie et .25 
Questions and Answers on St. Matthew .......... .02 
Moses—AW DiratatizatiOn ercyebicleliers sie)syee sey ierare 02 
How Can I Give More to the Church? ........... 02 


All of these pamphelts may be 
secured for the price of 40 cents 
—the current Program Packet 
Send orders to 
Luther League of America 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


A story is told of an atheist who sent a young man 
a parcel of infidel literature advising him to read it 
in preference to the Bible. 

In reply the young man wrote: 

“Dear Sir: If you have anything better than the 
Sermon on the Mount, the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
and that of the Good Samaritan, or if you have any 
code of morals better than the Ten Commandments, or 
anything more consoling and beautiful than the 23rd 
Psalm, or, on the whole, anything that will throw more 
light on the future and reveal to me a Father more 
merciful and kind than I find in the New Testament, 
send it along.” 
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A FEATHER IN HER HAT 


(By HELEN D. OLDS) 
A SHORT, SHORT STORY 


big, stone lion—the left-hand one. She stood 
there, hesitatingly. She might as well admit it. 
She was afraid to go back to see about that job. 

It would be no use, she argued with herself, no use 
at all. That office girl had practically told her so. “Of 
course, if you want to take a chance, come back,” the 
girl had whispered, “But—he’s a terror!” It was then 
that Mardi had heard a man’s voice growling behind 
the closed door to the inner office. 

Should she go back? So many girls in New York, 
and so few jobs! Mardi sighed. She took her mirror 
out of her purse. In the tiny circle she saw her hat— 
last year’s black felt, pulled and cut into some resem- 
blance to this year’s styles. Her friend, Dot, on the 
long subway ride from Stony Haven, this morning, had 
said, “You ought to get a feather for your hat. They 
have swell ones at the five-and-ten.” 

That made her look across the avenue to the big, 
red store. Ten cents for a feather! That’d leave her 
only five cents for lunch, but that was enough for a 
chocolate bar. And she’d have a grand appetite for 
mom’s lamb stew, when she got home. 

“Maybe a feather will help me get the job. I will 
go back there, again,’ she whispered to the lion, who 
did not even switch his tail. Probably he had had many 
secrets confided to him in his years of guarding the 
Public Library. Pink-toed pigeons hopped about, peck- 
ing at bits of grain on the cement. 

Mardi went to the corner and waited wearily for the 
traffic to change. It was no joke, answering ads and 
getting turned down all the time. Enough to take the 
spunk out of anyone. 

She crossed the avenue, slipped into one of the big, 
double doors. 

“Oh, I do love the five-and-ten, especially when 
I’m broke and out of a job, Even a slim dime in my 
pocket book makes me feel rich and powerful. 

She had just recently fallen into the habit of talk- 
ing to herself. It was lonesome going around to agen- 
cies and offices by herself. That had been a good bunch 
at the last office where she worked. She missed them. 

The millinery counter was right in front. Slim 
girls and not-so-slim matrons stood about, clamoring 
and grabbing at the feathers. The feathers were all 
colors, red, green, gold, stuck into cards. Mardi finally 
wormed her way to the counter, where she had a view 
of the ornaments, as well as of her own fresh face in 
the round mirror on the stand before her. 

She selected a green feather, bright as a parrot’s 
wing. Worth a dime of anybody’s money, she mused. 
She bought it, then took off her hat and pinned it into 
place with the straight pin that had held it to the card, 
Though the other customers jostled her, she managed 
to get a peep of herself in the mirror. She straightened 
her shoulders, lifted her chin, got out her mirror again. 

It was funny, she thought, how, a little thing like 
a feather could bolster up your morale. She wouldn't 
be afraid with that feather in her hat. She’d pretend it 


(Di. felt especially small as she gazed up at the 


was a magic feather. It did give a youthful Peter Pan 
look to her hat. She strode out of the store and started 
again for that dreaded office. 

She went up in the swift elevator, down the end- 
less marble hall, counting off the numbers on the doors 
as she passed, Here it was. 

She straightened up, smiled broadly as the pin in 
the hat pricked her. “The feather’s reminding me to 
keep up my courage,” she thought. “I'll sail in there 
with all the assurance in the world. Half the battle is 
in feeling sure you're going to get the job. I’ve al- 
ways had failure written all over me before. But now, 
I actually feel that the job is mine already! 

She put her hand toward the knob, but before she 
reached it, the door opened suddenly. A man burst out 
in such a hurry that he bumped into Mardi. “Beg par- 
don,” he mumbled, and went hurrying on down the hall. 

Mardi, her courage screwed up for her entrance, 
sailed on into the office. The pin pricked her again. Her 
smile deepened and her dimples came out. The office 
girl, apparently not recognizing Mardi waited with 
poised dignity till she was finally summoned into the 
inner office. 

It was a small room, and a small man sat at a much- 
cluttered desk. The man was pawing at the mess of 
papers, letters, bills there much as a terrier might paw 
at a garden. He looked up, scowling, and snapped, ‘‘Sit 
down—here,” indicating a chair near the desk. “You 
look young,” he grunted, but when she told him her age, 
he seemed satisfied enough. 

Mardi sat on the edge of the chair. Such a growling 
loud voice from such a thin, nervous little man! 

_“I do need help here,” he muttered, still fussing 
with the papers. He asked her a few questions. Where 
did she live. “Suburbs? I hate having a girl who has 
to depend on trains. Sure to be always watching the 
clock.” 

“T ride the subway,” she told him. “It’s cheaper.” 

Suddenly, he stopped his fire of questions, and 
looked her all over, up and down. She saw his eyes 
go back to the top of her hat where she had so lately 
pinned the new feather. 

She thought, “He sees it! I look nice. Will the 
feather’s magic work?” Then she berated herself ment- 
ally for her childishness. Why, she was being inter- 
viewed for a job! 

“Well—” he finally jerked his eyes away from her 
hat, “if I give you this job, what’s the first thing you’d 
do?” 

Oh, that wasn’t fair, her heart cried out! Why, 
she had only the vaguest idea what sort of business his 
was. How could she answer? But she remembered 
the feather, that she wasn’t to be scared, not even of this 
old creature. What if she didn’t get the job—nothing 
mattered, as long as she wasn’t afraid. He waited for . 
her answer. Then her eyes fell on that desk. Dare she 
say what she was thinking? > 

She lifted her chin definantly. 
that desk!” 


” 


“ 


‘I—I’d clean up 
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“Good!” The little man jumped up. “That's what 
I wanted you to say. It’s a trick of mine. Most girls 
just glare at all this muss, never dare say what they 


really think, I like your honesty, your nerve. The 
job’s yours. Start tomorrow.” 
She went out feeling as if she had wings. A job! 


A job! After all these months. 
glad. Rol, too. 
date tonight. She gave the office girl a smile. 
would soon be friends. 

The feather’s magic had worked! 
needed courage. 

Outside in the marble hall, something glistened on 
the bare floor. Something small and green, like an ar- 
row. Mardi bent over. It was a feather just like the 
one she had spent her last dime for .... Her hand 
went up to her head. Then, she jerked off the felt hat. 

In the top of the Peter Pan peak, where the 
feather had been, there was nothing but the head of a 
naked pin.—Exchange 


Mother would be so 
She’d have news to tell him on their 
They 


She had had the 


SEEING A CONVERSATION 

It was after a morning service in the “Tabernacle” 
on Kenneth Killinger’s estate that a Ford car was 
driven up the winding road to the building used for our 
meeting. A young man stepped out and approached me. 
He held a note-book in front of me on which was 
written: 

“Ts this Killinger’s Camp?” 

SES L 

“He advertised for helpers at this meeting. Can he 
use me?” he wrote again. 

“T’m sure he can.’ But he didn’t understand me. 
You see, he was deaf and dumb and handed me his 
pencil and note-book to write my answer. 

“Are there any deaf and dumb people in these 
mountains? I’d like to make arrangements to preach to 
them in sign language. Someone can read aloud my 
sermon to those who aren’t deaf and dumb.” 

“Let’s see Rev. Killinger right away and make ar- 
rangements.” 

The next day I read his sermon, while next to me 
stood the deaf and dumb clergyman preaching the same 
sermon in sign language. After the sermon a tall moun- 
taineer in the choir reached out his hand to me and said: 

“Hold the sign language man, I want to talk to 
him. Please lead me to him, I’m blind.” Blind, yet 
singing in the choir, having memorized all the stanzas 
of the songs. I motioned to the deaf and dumb man 
and he came, for he could see. And then we all saw 
a most mystifying happening. The blind tenor and the 
deaf and dumb preacher conversed for a long time. No 
words were spoken, not a sound was heard. Everyone 
watched the blind man feel the sign language symbols 
with his hands upon the hands of the other man. Then 
he signalled his answers to the clergyman who, though 
deaf and dumb, could see the hand symbols and under- 
stand. Everyone present saw a conversation that day, 
which will never be forgotten, for these two men, 
handicapped through failure of one of two senses, in- 
creased the sensitivity of other senses and continued to 
serve the Christ, who opens the eyes of the blind, 
loosens the tongue of the dumb and opens the ears of 


the deaf. —ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 


Page Thirteen 


YES SIR! FROM GEORGIA 


MISS MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Member of the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America 


Graduate of Savannah High School, Classical Course 


Member of Ascension Lutheran Church, Savannah, Ga., 
Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Pastor 


Teacher of Class of Intermediate Girls in Sunday 
School 


Superintendent of Intermediate Luther League 
Past President of Ascension Luther League, 
Savannah, Ga. 


Corresponding Secretary, Georgia Synodical Luther 
League, 1927-1930 


President, Georgia Synodical Luther League, 1930-1933 


President, Georgia-Alabama Synodical Luther League, 
1933 


Corresponding Secretary, Georgia-Alabama Synodical 
Luther League, 1934— 


Bookkeeper and Office Manager for W. D. Dearing & 
Son, Fire Insurance 


During the past five years the leading nations of the 
world have expended $32,000,000,000 on the construction 
of new battleships. In 1914 the same nations spent only 
$2,500,000,000 for armaments. The total amount of gold 
mined in America since 1492 is reported as $24,500,000,000, 
only two-thirds the war expenditure of these nations in 
five years. 


Among Protestant denominations in the leading 
nations of the world the Lutheran Church ranks first 
in total membership by a huge majority. This fact was 
pointed out in a news item recently published in “The 
United Presbyterian.” The statistics credited Lutherans. 
with 73,500,000 members, Methodists. with 11,900,000,. 
Baptists with 9,008,000, Presbyterians with 8,633,000,. 
Church of England with 6,032,000, and the RES 2 
alists with 2,090,000. 
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LOOKING BACKWARD 


(By Latrobe Carroll) 


Let’s do a bit of pretending. Like the hero of H. G. Wells’ story, “The Time Machine,” we have 
gone, let us say, on a sudden journey into the future 


enough to give us perspective. Having turned 

a dial on our time machine, whisk, we have 
landed right in the middle of 1955: a date we choose 
at random. 

We happened to find ourselves in a town of moder- 
ate size. Moreover, we were in the home of the Blakes 
though quite invisible to them. Nice people, the Blakes 
—we realized that at once. There were, it appeared, 
four in the family: John, Edith, and their two children: 
Nancy, an intelligent eleven, and Tommy, a likable nine. 
Plainly, some sort of tea-time celebration was on; it 
turned out to be the Blakes’ wedding anniversary. And 
there were guests: Bill Marshall, his wife Julie, and a 
daughter, Gwen, 

The living room was pleasing in its simplicity. 
There was no aimless clutter in it, though a chest stood 
near the center of the floor with the casual air of hav- 
ing been placed there just for the occasion. 

Abruptly, Tommy Blake made a dash for the chest. 
“T’ll be the one to open it!” he cried. The lid flew up 
under his eager hands. 

Everybody gathered around. Tommy’s fingers were 
busy in the box. He pulled out an odd-looking object 
which he held up, challengingly, before Gwen’s eyes. 
“Bet you don’t know what that is!” 

“Oh, but I do,” the little girl protested. “It’s a 
bustle. And I know how women used to wear them.” 

She proved this by putting it at her back and tying 
it around her waist. 

A tag, with lettering on it, dangled from one of 
the bustle’s wires. Marshall leaned forward and read, 
aloud, ‘Relic of a foolish fashion: flourished in the 
eighteen eighties. Straightening, he announced, “Now 
I see what all this is. It’s the Blakes’ own private 
museum.” 

“Right,” said John Blake. “It’s our family tree of 
absurdities. And we add to it from time to time. When- 
ever we find ourselves using anything ridiculous, in it 
goes. That bustle belonged to my wife’s grandmother. 
And this’—he lifted out a mustache cup—‘had the 
honor of keeping Great-Uncle Henry’s mustaches out of 
his coffee.” 

Blake began to grope downward into the box. “I 
want to show you the gems of my collection,’ he said, 
and drew out a large package wrapped in tissue paper. 
“A relation of mine designed some of ’em,” he added. 

Presently the contents lay revealed: calendars in 
a tight mass—large, small, almost all sizes, some plain, 
some adorned with gaudy pictures. Blake spread them 
all out on a table with slow, careful fingers. 

“Whatever are they, anyhow?” Gwenn cried. Then, 
realization dawning, “Don’t tell me. I know. I’ve 
heard about them. People had to have a fresh one 
every year. They called it ‘this year’s calendar,’ and 
threw the old one away. Wasn’t that a dizzy idea?” 


(TD haven’t rushed forward very far—just far 


Tommy had been making impatient noises and, now, 
words burst from him. “Yep, and they used to tell 
time by hour glasses and sun dials. And they rode in 
stage coaches and sniffed snuff.” He gazed at the 
litter on the table. “Ill bet the same ones that wore 
hoop skirts and took snuff liked going by those old 
calendars. Why, take Easter—’ He halted, uncertain. 
“Wasn't there something mixy about the old-time 
Easters?” 

“Yes, Tommy,” said Marshall, dryly. 
wander.” 

“Please let me tell the rest.’”’ It was Nancy plead- 
ing. “I learned it at school and remembered it because 
it was so funny and silly. Easter could bob up any- 
where between March twenty-second and April twen- 
ty—’ 

“April twenty-fifth,’ Blake supplied. “It slipped and 
slid, from year to year—” 

“Till they could hardly catch the Easter bunnies.” 
A giggle from Gwen. 

Nancy was determined to tell more. “And Christ- 
mas and Fourth of July and birthdays came on different 
weekdays. All higgledy-piggledy.” 

“Don’t forget marriage anniversaries,” Julie Mar- 
shall said, “because one brought us here.” 

“Sure, mother and father got married on a Satur- 
day,” Tommy volunteered, “and, now, their anniver- 
saries always come that same day.” 

Julie nodded. “But with the old-fashioned calendar, 
no matter what day people married on, paper and tin 
and silver weddings, and all the others, often just got 
lost in the business rush. Husbands forgot.” 

Blake walked over to a desk and picked up some- 
thing that seemed almost a part of it: a World Calendar. 
On its simple stand, with its look of permanence and 
dignity, it was a work of art. He set it at the edge of 
the cluttered table with an air of satisfaction. His 
wife smiled at him and-waved a comparing hand. 
“Those poor, fumbling old calendars, They do ac- 
tually look medieval. But, really it wasn’t so long 
ago—” 

“How long?” Gwen demanded. 

“Why, don’t you know?” Nancy said. 
ones began in 1939.” 

“Because Sunday was on January first that year,” 
Tommy cut in. “And people had a whopping celebra- 
tion—in America, England, France, Germany—and lots 
of places. They were glad to get together on some- 
thing.” 

Blake nodded in agreement. “But don’t forget the 
protest meetings, son. Some people thought the calen- 
dar-makers were monkeying with time. They didn’t: 
realize that no calendar can take a single second from a 
life.” 

“And they weren’t the only objectors’—from Mar- 
shall. “Remember what a howl the die-hards made 


“Tt used to 


“The new 
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about the labor of changing statutes and contracts? 
Funny, isn’t it, how big a bugaboo looks till you tackle 
it? All it really amounted to was a little clerical work. 
Any schoolboy could convert the dates of the old calen- 
dar into the dates of the new one.” 


Nancy turned a small, eager face toward her mother. 
“But nineteen thirty-nine wasn’t the only chance to 
change the calendar, was it? I mean, there’d been 
other years when it could have been put right?” 

“Oh, yes,” Edith Blake admitted. 


“Well, then, I think grown-ups were kind of dull. 
Duller than they are now. How could children—I 
don’t see how—I mean, how could they look up to their 
parents when older people just didn’t have— 


“Any sense?” her mother suggested. Nancy gulped 
and nodded. 

“Heh! Be fair, Nan.” Blake’s voice was light but 
his eyes were grave. “Admit that, if you'd lived in 
those times, even if you were grown up, you might have 
helped the old way to stick by rolling up your sleeves 
and working for the new one. You might have been so 
busy with your own affairs that you’d have left such 
things to the other fellow—and wouldn’t have bothered 
about whether they got done or not.” 


“WWEH ee kas pose . 4. 
tactful vagueness. 


maybe—” said Nancy with 

“T really don’t believe,’ Blake brought out slowly, 
as if debating with himself, “that our forbears were less 
intelligent than we. The cleverer men and women in 
any age can see that changes ought to be made. But 
there’s nothing more slow-moving than masses of 
people.” 

As Blake reassembled his special treasures Mar- 
shall’s eyes rested on them. “I know it’s ancient history, 
but wasn’t there some discussion, ’way back, of chang- 
ing to a thirteen-month calendar?” 

“Yes. Plenty of talk, though it’s long since forgot- 
ten. The plan had some points, But it was too drastic. 
The old Gregorian calendar was sick, but the thirteen- 
month year as a cure—was worse than the ailment.” 


He was wrapping up his old calendars as if they 
were precious plate. “Valuable, most of these,” he 
commented. “Real collectors’ items. And every year 
that passes puts their price richer. Dealers have been 
snapping ‘em up. But the best thing about them—and 
this whole box of junk—is that they teach our young- 
sters the world does move. Slowly, of course—takes a 
lot of pushing. But we-.all must learn to help in the 


pushing.” 
—CALENDAR REFORM 


One way in which the Churches in Russia are mak- 
ing inroads into atheist circles by telling the workers 
that Jesus was a carpenter and hence a “proletarian,” 
reports the “Herald of Holiness.” Recent statistics indi- 
cate that last year Churches in Soviet Russia gained 
837,404 members. There are now 30,000 registered re- 
ligious organizations, with over 600,000 religious leaders 
and millions of believers. A statement issued by the 
Union of Militant Atheists notes that of those return- 
ing to the Church, sixty-four per cent are men. 
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ON TO LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA, IN 1939 


The dates for the holding of the convention as de- 
termined by the Executive Committee of the Luther 
League of America and the LONG BEACH CON- 
VENTION Committee are JULY 6-10, 1939. 


Plan early, save your dimes, 
Long Beach Convention. 


THE STORY OF CALIFORNIA 
(By Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr.) 


Along the western slopes of. the high Sierras spreads 
an old world of Spanish Missions, Pueblos and Prae- 
sidios. The hills brought forth the grasses which sus- 
tained the life -of this restful agrarian people. Digger 
Indians joined these newcomers to build a new country 
and they called it California. 


and prepare for the 


But this quiet life was broken by the cry of Gold. 
Across the prairies, mountains and deserts came thou- 
sands of hardy adventurers. Others made the perilous 
journey around the Horn. Mountain streams were 
harnessed and desert lands were transformed into fertile 
valleys. Ranchos turned into cities and California be- 
came a State. The cry of Gold turned into a world cry 
of the ideal paradise and thousands upon thousands mi- 
grated to the southwest. The State of California be- 
came a world mecca. 


Back of the history of this romantic land is another 
story. It is the story of hardships, of want, of starva- 
tion, of death. It is the story of Death Valley and the 
Donner Party frozen in the high Sierras. It is the story 
of Indian raids and wild outlaws. It took courageous 
men and women to bring this story of California into 
being. This was not the place for the weak and weary. 


The cross which has played such a vital part in the 
life of this great state truly was a cross for man to 
carry, but it speaks its lesson. The Lord God calls for 
strong spiritual men and women; those who are willing 
to follow His leadership, cost what it may; those who 
believe that the deserts may be cultivated and the moun- 
tains crossed; those who believe that there will be no 
journey which He will call upon them to take which 
cannot be accomplished with His help. And so California 
brings to us a new meaning: the challenge of the vic- 
torious life. Let us, therefore, take courage in His 
promises and build the new California, the Kingdom of 
God. 


A MAN THE WHOLE WORLD LOVED 
—WILL ROGERS 


He thrilled many a heart with his humor and wit; 
The old, and the young; the wise and the great. 
Of his writings none ever tired the least bit, 

And his sage advice was given much weight. 


He was lauded by the minister from the pulpit on Sunday; 

He was praised by the housewife in her home on Monday; 

The politician heeded his warnings on Tuesday; 

A school teacher used ‘‘Rogers’” psychology on Wednesday; 

A doctor cheered a patient with his humor on Thursday; 

The oo improved business using ‘Rogers’ ” tactics on 


And he “Vile town went to see his latest picture on Saturday. 


Now he has gone to a far greater land, 

Leaving only fond memories for all who are here. 
But his sayings will remain like footprints in sand, 
To guide, to warn, to help, and to cheer. 


—By Charlotte McDermon 


(Editor’s Note—Miss McDermon served as Vice-President and 
Secretary of the Luther League of Rocky Mountain Synod.) 
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NEWS FROM A FEW STATES 


Share your aétivities with your Fellow-Leaguers 


NEW YORK 


The Luther League of New York State is in the midst of 
reat activity preparing for its coming 45th Annual Convention in 
Syracuse on May 27-30. At the writing, the January issue of the 
“Mirror” is off the press. Your correspondent has a limited 
number of copies available to any one who wishes a copy or two. 
Address him at 806 Chestnut Street, Utica. 


By the time you read this the State Executive Committee will 
have met in Syracuse to consider and approve the program for the 
coming convention. Present indications are that it will be one of, 
if not the best, conventions in the history of our State Luther 
League. Advance publicity states that the convention Church will 
be St. John’s Church, Rev. Ernest J. Mollenauer, Pastor, and the 
convention hotel the Hotel Onondaga. The tentative theme is 
“Peace, Progress and Prosperity.” 


Brooklyn District 


Brooklyn District is trying very hard to make 1938 a new year 
instead of another year in Luther League activity. Already our 
Workers’ Conference held in January, has served to pep up Dis- 
trict and Local League officers and secretaries. Their position in 
Luther League work has been made better known to them and 
appreciation in this respect is being shown in League work. 

Missionary Day was observed on Sunday, January 30th, as a 
District affair with all Leagues participating in pushing “‘Konmnarock”’ 


as our “Missionary Cause’ for 1937-1939. 
Luther League must be ‘“‘The Thing,’’ when a group of four- 
teen young people from Covenant Lutheran Church take upon 


themselves the program of our Luther League. Not only are they 
active and supporting members of their young people’s society but 
also paying members of the Luther League of America. May their 
example fire the remainder of their young people’s society to join 
with us and be “Of the Church, By the Church, and For the 
Church.” 

Correspondence has been received from a group of Finnish 
young people who wish to know more about “Luther League.” 
We are giving our best to show them they can’t go wrong in the 
Luther League program. 

At a special Luther League service entitled “‘Know Your 
Church,” its organizations and_ societies, etc., twenty Leaguers 
answered a question, ‘‘Who Is President of the Luther League of 
America”? as ‘John George,’ and we had to mark them correct. 
Mr. Kurzenknabe, please take note. 


We will tell you more in another Review. 


H. KROOSS 


issue of our 


Mohawk Valley 


The Mohawk Valley District Luther League held its Winter 
Rally in St. Paul’s Church, Utica, on January 9, at 4 P. M., with 
about one hundred Leaguers attending. Rev. Paul E. Arnold, As- 
sociate Pastor, led the opening devotions, followed by the business 
meeting at which the District President, David A. Jensen presided. 
Among the matters voted by the rally’ were the appropriation of 
$3 to cover Pastor Arnold’s expenses as District representative to 
the State Executive Committee meeting in Syracuse on January 22, 
and the adoption of the revised District Constitution. The supper 
session followed during which our Sate President, Mr. Howard L. 
Logan, led the discussion on ‘The Luther League—Its General 
Program.” Charles Fancett, Local League President, was toast- 
master, and Marion Purcell, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Arrangements. Pasor Arnold preached on “Sound Advice” during 
the closing Vespers Service. The next rally will be a joint rally 
with Syracuse District, on March 6, 1938, in the Church of the 
Holy Communion, Utica. Ellsworth C. Miller is the tentative 
speaker on ‘The Luthr League—Its Missionary Program.’’ A 
Communion Vespers will follow with Rev. Lanis Wagschal. 
Pastor loci, officiating, assisted by the Utica Pastors. 

—DAVE JENSEN 


Rhinebeck District 


The Rhinebeck District is attempting an experiment this year 
which we hope will aid in increasing the attendance and interest in 
our District meetings. 

Instead of the usual all-day Spring Convention, at which time 
all the business of the year has been transacted as far as possible, 
we are planning three evening Rallies. The first will be held in 
September and will be in the nature of a picnic and get-together, 
followed by a devotional meeting around an open fire, conducted 
entirely by the Leaguers themselves. The second Rally will be held 
in the late fall and it will be in the nature of an Inner Mission Rally 
at which Dr. Herring will be asked to speak and all the congrega- 
tions of the District will be invited. The third Rally will be held in 
the spring. This will take care of the regular annual business of 
the District, At all these meetings such business as is pressing at 
the time will be transacted. The cost of the executive meetings of 
the past will in this way be lessened and work will not seriously 
interfere with attendance as it has at the traditional all-day: session. 
We feel that this plan is destined to become a success in a big 


way! 
LILLIAN ROWE 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Program Committee for the 1938 Convention has just 
completed plans as this issue goes to press. The dates have been 
set—July 12-15 in First Lutheran Church, Johnstown. Pa. The 
theme is “The Church’s Appeal To Youth.” 


To All Publicity Chairmen 


For some Moe Pennsylvania has had its own Publicity Ex- 
change—was the first organization in the Luther League of America 
to edit its own Publicity literature and_have an active Publicity 
Chairman in every one of its seventeen Districts. 

Today, Pennsylvania has a District publication in every one of 
its eighteen Districts (Penn-Del being the 18th District) and most 
of the editors belong to the Pennsylvania State Publicity Exchange 
of papers. Several other Districts from outside of Pennsylvania are 
also_ members—including one of the “furthest west’ Districts, 
Southern California. Our appeal this year is again primarily to 
Pennsylvania Districts but we most heartily welcome membership 
from District or other League organizations outside of Pennsylvania. 

Membership in the Exchange during 1937 totalled 14. This 
year we hope to increase it to twenty at least. 


State Convention Publicity 


A Poster Contest to stimulate interest in convention attend- 
ance has been sponsored in previous years. A much broader plan 
is to be adopted this year, however, in order to permit all Leaguers 
to participate; they are invited to submit any idea for publicity 
they may wish. This may embody a poster, a folder, a sticker, any 
novel and atractive idea suitable for League publicity. Whether or 
not the ideas submitted are usable will be the sole basis on which 
awards will be made. So, Pennsylvania Leaguers, start thinking 
now. Watch your own District paper for more details. 


District Bulletins 


Another innovation in the Publicity Department for 1938 is a 
rating system to be set up for District Bulletins. Each District is 
invited to submit a complete set of its paper for the year 1937-1938. 
Judgment will be passed on each publication by an impartial board 
of judges and each District paper graded; the highest rating will 
be a gold star paper, then a silver star paper, a red star paper, and 
finally, a blue ‘star paper. 

Standards for making the awards will be determined by District 
Publicity’ Chairmen themselves, in conjunction with the State 
Chairman, in line with plans previously discussed at Publicity con- 
ferences held in October 1937. 


District News 


News flashes from our Districts are rather few this month, 
but, as usual, York District, through its efficient Executive Secre- 
tary, Mrs. C. L. Warner, is “first with the news!’ Other Districts 
might well emulate York. Every issue of the “Review” carrying 
Pennsylvania news for several years has carried news regarding 
York. District Editors: you must have your news in to your State 
Chairman, Marvin H. Eckardt, 63 E. Hortter St., Mt. Airy, Phila- 
delphia, before the tenth of each month! 

Philadelphia District. Forty-five years of service to the Church 
and its youth—that is the record achieved by Philadelphia District 
which is now celebrating its Forty-fifth Anniversary. Commemora- 
tive of this span of years, the District, has edited a 45th Anniver- 
sary booklet which gives a complete history of the District and a 
detailed account of its organization meeting on November 10th, 
1893, in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 7th and Montgomery Avenue. 

The booklet contains a complete list of Past District Presidents, 
an accurate list of District membership which shows a total Dis- 
trict membership of 45 Senior Leagues and 1.022 members; 23 
Intermediate Leagues and 406 members; 8 Junior Leagues and 247 
members, or a gross total of 76 Leagues and 1,675 members. 

A history of the work of each Department of the League is 
also given and, all in all, the booklet is well worth having. A 
few additional copies are undoubtedly available and can be ob- 
tained by writing the District Publicity Chairman, Wm. Tepel, 
1708 Fuller Street, Philadelphia. 

York District. Reports are just at hand’ concerning the Christ- 
mas and New Year activities of the District. 

The annual Christmas Service of the District was held in the 
chapel of the York County home through the courtesy of Perry F. 
Snell, Supt. Following the service each guest at the home was 
given a little booklet entitled, “Light for Today.” The program 
was arranged and directed by the Inner-Missions Committee of the 
District of which L. R. Hobaugh is Secretary. 

York is actively pushing the Extension program of the’ State 
League. It is planned to award a banner to the League which re- 
ports the highest percentage increase in membership for 1938. This 
banner will in turn pass on to the League having the highest per- 
centage of increase in, 1939. 

The District is again sponsoring the Gettysburg Seminary Male 
Chorus concert this season. Further details will be reported in 
Jater issues. 

Any readers of this column desirous of icarniee more concern- 
ing Pennsylvania State or District activities, Publicity literature 
are cordially invited to communicate with the State Publicity Chair- 
man, Marvin H. Eckardt, 63 East Hortter St., Philadelphia. 

"(Requests have already been received from - all parts of the 
Luther League of America. We of Pennsylvania welcome all op- 


portunities to serve.) 
MARVIN H. ECKARDT. 


NEW JERSEY 


What’s this a-comin’ “on the wing?’’ Bless me if it isn’t a. 
swarm of news buzzes from the Mosquito State! Here they are: 


B-z-z-z!  Genial_ “John George’? Kurzenknabe is a _ popular 
fellow, now isn’t he? When he spoke at Elizabeth (Central Dis- 
trict) Monday, January 10th, there was a delegation there from 
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every one of the active Districts of the State. And they all came 
through snow and over sleet, some travelling for many miles, too. 
Why, it was almost like a State Convention! 

B-z-z-z! Bergen District installed new officers Sunday, January 
16th, at Zion Slovak Church, Garfield, with the State President 
bringing a challenge “To Seek—To Share—To Serve.” 

Bz-z-z-z! Southern District had a ‘“‘bangup’” Konnarock Rally 
January 2nd, in Haddonfield. And why wouldn’t it be thus when 
“Uncle Bim” Wolf was the speaker? Rev. Wolf lectured on our 
new mission pci and then presented the “Below Whitetop” 
movie. An offering of over $17.00 was lifted and appropriated to 
the Konnarock Medical Center. 

Bz-z-z-z! New Jersey thinks a lot of the Luther League Re- 
view, for a) two-month campaign for subscriptions has already been 
launched. The State Educational Secretary, Miss Elsie Schmidt, is 
heading the ‘“‘sales force.” 

Bz-z-z-z! And have you heard about the ‘‘unique” plan to 
encourage Sustaining Membership contributions? Each District, it 
seems, will take a Contributing Membership for each of its Ex- 
ecutives. Who knows, maybe some of the Local Leagues will fol- 
low suit. We’ve everything to gain—nothing to lose! 

Bz-z-z-z! Springfield Convention delegates! Remember the 
two ConnectiCUT-UPS who were adopted by the Jersey delegates 
because of their attentions to two of the female ‘‘Skeeters?’’ Well, 
any day now yow can expect a date to be announced for another 
“Luther League” wedding! 


Bz-z-z-z! A new District Intermediate League is being or- 
ganized in our Hudson River District, under supervision of Miss 
Anna_ Zophs. 

Bz-z-z-z! Fooled you this time! That’s all the Bz-z-z-z-ing 


for this time, that’s all! 
EUGENE H. KELCHNER 
State President 


“The secularization of life,” according to the finding 
of the recent Oxford Conference, “is progressing every- 
where and making faith in the Christian Gospel and life 
ever more difficult.” 


Financial Reports 


What a report! Twenty-four State and 
Synodical Leagues have met their quotas of 
dues in full for the year 1937. Thank you! 


DUES REPORT 
January 29, 1938 


Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ..... $32.00 
Southern California ..... 85.75 $5.00 
Columbia District ....... 26,75 
HCONNECHICHE, “a5 c0;)6:01<.0is.e 4 ore 48.25 10.40 
OLGLtchce ie atalevors/alarele) + eb aienieie 22.50 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 86.00 12.60 
TUNES sand oc COU sto 230.75 35.00 
inbere) a anasmoosom pods 91.75 9.20 
Ne) oAdiodancanpopooscs 71,00 17.80 
CATISAS matevaleintecatelalaletelelefeleiele 99.00 9.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee ..... 41.25 4.20 
Wicsasy lari men etots arsatevaye sl estiene 314.75 $25.00 45.50 $2.50 
INBENEZSTE  nadooadonOOne ae 48.00 4.25 6.90 
Viel Wes tam tdfatetefele lore ieys oiatelete 59.00 
WMitniESOtan letasrata/evsiels) space) 70.00 12.50 
IVEISSISSLPDIe Noni eie\etetnteleveyeley< 11.00 
INGAAS. Soop qoqhusdJbon 69.25 7.80 
INP VERS “oodepacooustan 108.75 75.00 20.10 
Nie MGs. GaeeacaonotOs 485.00 116.30 
North Carolina’ ......... 551.50 61.90 
MD Gay Wrens siecle vieiaye ee atte 331.25 26.50 
Pacific Northwest ....... 31.25 4.50 
Pennsylvania ........+00. 2,142.00 200.80 
Rocky Mountain ........ 20.00 
South Carolina, ..ca.se0. 362.00 30.60 
RE Cx Asean ieravetoisonphelclexaieratelors 87.50 7.70 
WESTER OS DAS D OAC RG TDD 373.75 19.40 
Westen Vir oinital Me. cisresicts/e.« 58.50 4.00 
VSS COIMGM1 Ne Marnicpsisls)ioecapereyeibs 49.50 11.80 
$6,008.00 $104.25 $683.80 $2.50 
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KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
January 29, 1938 


Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ...... $50.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 $18.85 
Columbia District ........ 67.00 
Connecticut (vy, cas vers see ore 84.00 
INGVGEY Bontongnocdqoo 4 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 137.00 
WU OIS ePiaeiyeiecilemineiclererete 398.00 224.00 
MMGia BAmi aisle ety ie pi clele 134.00 
LOKES onoudsouneGnnouonoe 132.00 4.00 
INANSAB: Ser st aalaleraiee s svele'e 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 
bya tems elsteteteleisvelsievs/ete 511.00 50.64 
NEC eal ee en a cteerer felsic eels 60.00 9.90 
WARGENNI CCS. «ne Bp ABapORaarA 113.00 
DLinnesOtal Gisisleyeisialeie vise ves 120.00 10.00 
IMISSiGSIDD Le Astaeirieinalrte (elec 22.00 2.50 
NIGDIESia pies oucitss eeinaracre 217.00 
INOW DELEON acc acesiaidiele. visio (ie 221.00 50.25 
ING we Work tana b wralertoneversieve 835.00 43.62 
INOrthi Carolina. trie srinctee 961.00 $5.00 
Udo clin nh riaiare erctoteseleie nice 559.00 200.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 50.00 10.35 
Penrisylyania (acess ©. 4,053.00 2.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 35.00 
South: (Carolina Weeseernciece 729.00 
MIEKAS ya reinisin sie siete einer etaite 95.00 
Virwinra toes: (nections 639.00 $1.00 
Wiest Virginia i slccctersieiscicie 140.00 
IWABCOLSUD Jorarecorn cerieiarctele 89.00 
Intermediate Rally ....... 14.00 
Jiumior Rally stoi cronies 8.00 
First L. L., Winnipeg.... 3.00 
$10,921.00 $627.11 $15.00 $15.00 
1937 DUES OUTSTANDING 
January 29, 1938 
Senior Intermediate 
Minnesota $6.25 
Nebraska 16.70 
Texas b 3.74 
$78.50 $26.69 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1 to January 29, 1938 


Alumni 
; Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
Northern California $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 $5.00 $5.00 
Columbia District . 20.00 
Connecticut ...... 35.00 
InlbyTGEle Gamer coaD 20.00 5.00 $5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 60.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
MUSH OLS Veeiciayetersoreln 155.00 1.00 1.00 
PRGtatias cisivielpie.esaiace 
TOMS) iste = cle's wreia (sie p 
IeyaCeey ono abacaac 10.00 10.00 
Kentucky-Tenn. ; 
Maryland’) = ./crrrte10 12.00 10.00 2.00 
Michigan ........ 
IMS dwWiest i aimstelanscecoreve 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Nebraska «...0.. >. 10.00 10.00 
New Jersey 35.00 15.00 20.00 
New York 325. 34.00 25.00 4.00 $5.00 
North Carolina H 6.00 1.00 5.00 
Olio Ween s ne x Be 6.00 5.00 1,00 
Pacific Northwest . 5.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania F 134.00 55.00 39.00 40.00 
Rocky Mountain . 15.00 
South Carolina . 245.00 4.00 4.00 
Texas 60.00 11,38 10.00 1.38 
Virginia .... 250.00 17.00 5.00 2.00 10.00 
West Virginia 40.00 
Wisconsin c 35.00 5.00 5.00 
Ganadail srlrssercuisre 2.00 2.00 
$309.38 $165.00 $84.38 $60.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 


January, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 5 
Joseph Inslee 
Mrs. Ruth Inslee 
Robert Inslee 
Miss Marjorie Solberg 
Frank McKelvey 
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COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT - 
FLORIDA, total 1 
St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Jacksonville 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 3 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
Ray Fetzer 
Rev. William J. Ducker 
ILLINOIS, total 1 
Miss Marcena Kraemer 


INDIANA 
IOWA 
KANSAS, total 2 
Rev. H. F. Bloch 
Rev. Alfred J. Beil 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 4 
Miss E. Margaret Tripp 
Miss Gladys A. Broeker 
Dr. M. Edwin Thomas 
Miss Selma A. Trede 


MICHIGAN 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 


NEBRASKA, total 2 
Salem Junior Luther League, Fremont 
Kountze Memorial Luther League, Omaha 


NEW JERSEY, total 23 
Alfred J. Schroder 
Rev. Paul C. White 
Rey. Joseph W. Billy 
Miss Ruth Miller 
Miss Laura Vroom 
Miss Martha A. Hoffman 
George Handzo 
Eugene Kelchner 
Rev. Roy L. Yund 
Rey. Charles K. Fegley 
Miss Elsie M. Schmidt 
Rev. Donald F._ Irvin 
Miss Irma B. Schaefer 
Miss Margaret Schmoock 
G. Luther Weibel, Jr. 
Alfred L. Beck 
Rev. A. H. Holthusen 
Clifford B. Sylvester 
Miss Irmgard Mehl 
S. Frederick Telleen 
Alvin Henry Schaediger 
Ruth - Otterbein Schaediger 
Master Paul Alvin Schaediger 
NEW YORK, total 8 
Rev. F. H. Knubel, D.D. 
Miss Leanora_ Scheu 
Mrs. A. H. Geotz 
Howard L. Logan 
Miss Irene Schaefer 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 2 

Miss Roena Harbinson F 

Rev. C. N. Yount, by Faith Luther League, Faith 
OHIO, total 3 

Rev. and Mrs. Joseph W. Frease 

Miss Joanne Ruth Frease 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 

University Luther League, Seattle 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 55 

Rev. M. J. Bieber 

William H.. Patrick 

Rev. Frederick Smith 

Rev. R. J. Wolf 

Rey. Frank M. Brown 

Dr, (CG. Py Harry 


Rev. Harry T. Sell, by St. John’s Luther League, Mickleys 


Dr. Harry F. Baughman 
C. W._ Fuhr 

Rey. Charles M. Teufel, D.D. 

Thomas W. Burns 

Miss E. Ruth Gump 

Robert Smith 

Miss Florence Conklin 

Miss Louise Shronk 

Mrs. Elizabeth Turkheimer 

Dan Weigle - 

Section “A,” Philadelphia District Luther League 


Trinity Senior Luther League, Germantown, Philadelphia 


Miss Eva Peeler, by ‘100% Boys,” Philadelphia 
Miss Esther Bachofer 

Mrs. Thelma Birch 

Miss Ethel Conklin 

St. John’s Luther League, St. Johns 

St. Peter’s Junior Luther League, Philadelphia 
Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse 

John George Kurzenknabe 

Mrs. John George Kurzenknabe 

Master John George Kurzenknabe 

Dr. E. Clarence Miller 

Edward C. Heid 
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Paul Ulsh 

Miss Mary Ann Kinports 

Dr. Paul M. Kinports 

Mrs. Paul M. Kinports 

| Fee a Luther League, Reading 

Mrs. William H. Jaxheimer 

Miss Esther Bechtold 

Miss Marion E. Gerhart 

St. Peter’s Senior Luther League, Pittston 

Oscar L. Lingle 

Bethlehem Luther League, Harrisburg 

Rev. H. C. Snyder, by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 
_ Nazareth 

Trinity Young People’s Society, Lansdale 

Mrs. Grace St. John 

J. Chester Crowther 

Albert Redles 

G. W. W. Geasey 

St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, Millersburg 

Henry G. Herwig 

Mrs. Henry G. Herwig 

Miss Marie A. Kandra 

Mrs. Mary Miller, by First Senior Luther League, Philipsburg 

Elmer M. Buckey 

Miss Marion J. Bentz 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 4 
J. W. Cobb 
Miss Gladys Bruff 


Rev. J. Obert Kempson 
I. E. Metts 


TEXAS, total 3 
First Luther League, Dallas 
Miss Lucille Kainfircher : 
First Junior Luther League, Galveston 


VIRGINIA, total 4 
Hartley Mays ; 
Miss Florence Harr, Memorialized by Knoxville Conference 
Luther League 
Salem Luther League, Mt. Sidney 
Clarence Switzer 


WISCONSIN, total 1 
Redeemer Senior Luther League, Milwaukee 


WEST VIRGINIA 


CANADA, total 2 
John H. Lauman 
Mrs. John H. Lauman 


‘Lu Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


Memorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Miss Florence Harr 
Memorialized by Knoxville Conference Luther League 


The “Presbyterian Tribune” reports the results of 
Russia’s Religious Census. “In private households 62.6 
per cent of the men and 71.5 per cent of the women 
were religious. The ratio for religion was one hundred 
per cent among the older people. In the ‘collective. 
groups’ only 3.2 per cent of the men and 26.5 per cent 
of the women were religious. Of older people in the 
collective groups, 14.5 per cent of the men and 47.9 per 
cent of the women were religious.” 
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Topics Department—Senior, Intermediate, Junior 


SENIOR TOPICS FOR MARCH 
Theme for the Month—‘‘Looking Unto Jesus”’ 


March 6, 1938 
First Sunday in Lent 
THE REASONABLENESS OF HIS TEACHINGS 
John 6:67-69 
(By Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, Baltimore, Maryland) 


Program 
Quiet Music 
Hymn: “Day Is Dying in the West” 
Hymn: “OQ Word of God Incarnate” 


Scripture Lesson: John 6: 67-69 
Reading: from Lanier’s ‘‘Marshes of Glynn’ 
Assigned Sentence Prayers for: 

A Courageous Faith 

An Intelligent Faith 

n Enduring Faith 

Hymn: ‘O Brother Man, Fold to Thy Heart’’ 
Presentation of the Topic 
The Offering and Announcements 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”’ 
Discussion of the Topic 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: ‘“‘Take My Life and Let It Be” 


Bible Readings 


Matthew 4:1-11. Consider the “clear thinking’ of Jesus in 
meeting the strong temptations on the threshold of His ministry. 

Matthew 12:10-13. Notice how Jesus faced the antagonism of 
the traditionalists with His recognition of human need. 

Matthew 19: 23-26. Jesus understood what most of us fail to 
see—how the ‘pride of possession’ stands between man and God. 

Mark 13:9-13. Jesus does not pretend that His followers will 
have_an easy way 

John 20 :24- 29, Notice the attitude of Jesus toward a doubting 
mind. Are we willing to keep His spirit in meeting honest doubt 
or opposition? 

FROM “THE MARSHES OF GLYNN” 
By Sidney Lanier 


““As the marsh-hen secretly builds on the watery sod, 

Behold I will build me a nest on the greatness of God: 

I will fly in the greatness of God as the marsh-hen flies 

In aS freedom that fills all the space ’twixt the marsh and the 
SK1es = 

By so many roots as the marsh-grass sends in the sod 

I will heartily lay me a-hold on the greatness of God: 

Oh, like to the greatness of God is the greatness within 

The range of the marshes, the liberal marshes of Glynn.” 


FROM WILLIAM JAMES 

“As for me, my bed is made: I am against bigness and great- 
ness in all their forms, and with the invisible molecular moral 
forces that work from individual to individual, stealing in through 
the crannies of the world like so many soft rootlets or like the 
capillary oozing of water and yet rending the hardest monuments of 
men’s pride, if you give them time.” 

Making Our Meaning Clearer 

Many who read the incident described in the lesson 
from the sixth chapter of John miss the desperate un- 
dertones of Simon Peter. Earlier in the chapter we 
learn that because of his “hard sayings” many of His 
disciples followed Jesus just so far as Capernaum, then 
“they walked no more with Him.” For them Jesus 
was a “back number.” Today, because His “hard say- 
ings” strike them as “unreasonable,” many think of 
Jesus as did a modern writer. D. H. Lawrence once 
wrote to Katherine Mansfield, “Don’t worry, Katie, 
Jesus is a back number!” 

But His teachings did not strike Simon Peter as 
unreasonable, “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life.” Whatever he might 
have been, Peter was no fool. It is to the glory of 
Jesus and His Gospel that the teachings are not 
“reasonable” in one sense of its popular meaning. They 
were not timid, and cautious, and safe! They were not 
so mild and “moderate” as to be pretty, soft or harm- 
less! His teachings were filled with reckless trust in 


God; with reckless zeal for God. (Dr. Rasmussen, in 
his sermon, “The Fanatic’s Advantage,’ gives a true 
interpretation.) 

His teachings were “reasonable” in the best sense. 
We mean that there was a sanity about them—such 
sanity as to startle a half-mad popular mind. Their 
reasonableness was the kind that increases as a thought- 
ful mind reflects upon them. In the light of human ex- 
perience they are just. In the light of history and the 
judgment of passing centuries the reasonableness of the 
teachings of Jesus is vindicated. The logic of events 
drives an open mind to recognize that however much 
they may be ignored, misapplied, or rejected, these 
teachings are of the stuff of abiding intellectual value. 
Consider how they “face the facts.” 


They Face the World As It Is 

I remember the axiom of a saintly but misguided 
soul, “just be good and you will become wealthy!” 
Now the set-up of our world is not so simple as that, 
and nowhere in the teachings of Jesus is this point of 
view expressed. Years ago a wise man wrote, ‘“Pros- 
perity is the blessing of the Old Testament; Adversity 
is the blessing of the New.” Jesus might have pre- 
tended that an easy way would reach out before all 
who would walk after Him, but instead He spoke of a 
narrow gate and a way that few would find. 

We need no “proof texts” to see the reasonableness 
of Jesus’ teachings about what we call “the world.” 
Page after page of the Gospel records bears consistent 
witness to the way in which His teachings face the facts 
of a real world—perhaps the first test of reasonable- 
ness. When a tower fell and men would fit their the- 
ology into the event, Jesus insisted that “Life is like 
that!” Tragic, but honest. In the impartiality of sun- 
shine and rain as they nourish the fields of good and 
evil men alike Jesus found a clue to the willing provi- 
dence of God. 

I recall a drive from New York City, when a 
friend saw all the grain fields over-ripe, because he 
was wearing amber sun glasses! Jesus gave no “colored 
glasses’ to distort the appearance of the world. “Diff- 
culties,’ said He, “are sure to come.” He knew that 
the world was ruled by violence, but He also knew that 
inevitably the seeds of self-destruction were carried in 
pride, exploitation, and violence. He knew, and He 
taught, that there could be “a difference’ only when a 
stubborn world-mind gave way to God. His teachings 
are reasonable because they face no make-believe world 
but a real one. 


They Take Account of Men As They Are 

There have always been people who confuse senti- 
mentality with the Christian Faith. For several genera- 
tions vital religion and vital education have suffered 
at the hands of sentimentalists who imagined people to 
be what they are not, and who attempted to inhabit 
the world with this imaginary race! You remember 
the nursery rhyme about little girls being made of 
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“sugar and spice and everything nice?” Unfortunately, 
people are not “all sweetness and light.” Strong theo- 
logical movements in Europe and America protest 
against such assumptions today. 

The teachings of Jesus as they concern men and 
women are never the teachings of the sentimentalist. 
He took men for what they were, and facing the facts 
about them, ugly, depressing facts. He taught them. 
The Twelve were no prizes! And the inner circle heard 
a word again and again, “Repent’—‘Change your 
mind.” The teachings of Jesus concerning men know 
that to save all one must do more than “save the sur- 
face.” If God was to work with human lives, there 
must be a recognition, “confession,” of sin and failure. 
The teachings of Jesus take account of the fact that 
often men are not so brave as their words; that usually 
men are not so big as their words; that occasionally 
men are not so little as their words. 

So, beginning with “men as they are,” Jesus taught 
of a dignity—worthiness—that belonged to them. And 
the teachings speak of a way, costly and hard, yet 
paradoxically, “like a yoke to make burdens lighter,” 
for men to become sons of God. But we cannot sepa- 
rate the teachings from The Life; not the least of their 
transforming power is the fact that they are geared for 
“the average fellow,” not the exceptional man. Be- 
cause they are rooted in reality His teachings are 
reasonable. 


They Reveal a Reasonable Faith 

God, revealed in the teachings of Jesus, is no capri- 
cious Friend of the human race. He is no “cosmic bell- 
hop,” as ohe writer has put it, who should jump to do 
men’s bidding when they ring some temple bell or 
sacrifice upon some altar. His will is all-important, and 
men may know His will because they may live in com- 
munion with Him. He is not an exile from His crea- 
tion, nor is He simply the sum of all human good in- 
tentions. The apostles had a true insight into the teach- 
ings of Jesus when they understood, “If a man say salt 
love God,’ and hateth his brother, he is a liar.” 

Here is revealed a God not opposed to the dis- 
coveries of reason, yet more than reason can account 
for. Space does not permit the development of this 
thought, but two books will be most helpful: “The 
Case For Christianity,’ by Clement F. Rogers, and 
“The Basic Beliefs of Jesus,” by Paul B. Kern, par- 
ticularly the first chapter. “Personality and a Personal 
Universe.” 

To Think About 

Have people changed so much, and has the world 
changed so much, since the days of Jesus that His 
teachings are irrelevant today? 

Has a Christian the right to expect financial suc- 
cess as a reward for his attempt at “the good life?” 

Have we generally avoided the “realism of Jesus” 
in estimating man and the world? 

Is Jesus’ way of non-violence unreasonable—or is 
it just too costly for prudent modern people? 

List the things of which you, as individuals, should 
repent. Have your League, your Congregation, your 
Nation any reasons for repentance? What are they? 

Was it reasonable for Jesus to entrust His cause 
to men without attempting to chart an economic or 
social program? 


-Hymn: 
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For Further Study 
American Lutheran Preaching: Miles Krumbine (Harper). 
by Dr. Carl Rasmussen 
The Basic Beliefs of Jesus: Paul B. Kern (Cokesbury) 


The Case for Christianity; Clement F. Rogers (Harpers), chapters 
IV and VIII. 


Beyond Agnosticism: Bernard Iddings Bell (Harper) 

A Reasonable Faith: Russell J. Clinchy (Willet, Clark) 

Sermons I Have Preached to Young People: (Pilgrim Press). 
Sermon by Dr. Fosdick, ‘‘The Need of Brains in Religion.” 


Sermon 


March 13, 1938 
Second Sunday in Lent 


THE BEAUTY OF HIS SACRIFICE 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
(By Rey. L. Ralph Tabor, Baltimore, Maryland) 
Program 


_ An attempt should be made to have as a part of this program, 
pictures, instrumental or vocal music, or any other helps to making 
vivid the element of beauty in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 


Quiet Music 

“Beautiful Saviour” 

Leader’s Prayer (as_a stanza of the hymn is played) 

Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 9:11-14 

ymn: “There’s_a Wideness in God's Mercy” 

Readings from Chapter XII, ‘Of. the Royal Way of the Holy 
Cross,” from “Of the Limitation of Christ,’ by Thomas A. 
Kempis 

Special Music or Poem 

The Offering end Announcements 

Hymn: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 

Presentation of the Topic 

Discussion of the Topic 

The Lord’s Prayer and Mispah Benediction 

Hymn: ‘‘To the Knights In the Days of Old” 


Bible Readings 


_ We suggest as a devotional exercise in the preparation for this 
topic the reading of the story of the Crucifixion as it is told in 
each of the Gospels. In addition to this, reflect upon the selection 
from John 1, in which the sacrifice of our Lord is shown as an 
act of God limiting Himself to enter history. 

Matthew 7 :26-54 

Mark 15:15-39 

Luke 23 :33-49 

John 19:16-35 

John 1: 1-14 


THE CROSS WAS HIS OWN 


They borrowed a bed to lay His head 

When Christ the Lord came down; 

They borrowed the ass in the mountain pass 

For Him to ride to town; 

But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
Were His own— 

The Cross was His own. 


He borrowed the bread when the crowd He fed 

On the grassy mountain side, 

He borrowed the dish of broken fish 

With which He satisfied. 

But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
Were His own— 

The Cross was His own. 


He borrowed the ship in which to sit 

To teach the multitude; 

He borrowed a nest in which to rest— 

He had never a home so rude; 

But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
Were His own— 

The Cross was His own. 


He borrowed a room on His way to the tomb 
The Passover Lamb to eat; 
They borrowed a cave for Him a grave, 
They borrowed a winding sheet. 
But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
Were His own— 
The Cross was His own. 
—Author Unknown 


ON A SCULPTURED HEAD OF THE CHRIST 


“The World is old; she hath seen many wars; 

And states and kingdoms crowd her courts like grass; 
Princes in pride she watches where they pass 
Unnumbered and innumerable as the stars; 

Then turns, a child with tired feet homeward set, 
Back to the Cross, and lo! her lids are wet. : 
—M. L. FISHER 


PRAYER ; 
“Let me not seek out of Thee what I can find only in Thee, 
O Lord, peace and rest and joy and bliss, which abide only in 
Thine abiding joy. Life up my soul above the weary hound of 
harassing thoughts to Thine eternal Presence. Lift up my soul to 
the pure, bright, serene, radiant atmosphere of Thy Presence, that 
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there I may breathe freely, there repose in Thy love, there be at 
rest from myself, and from all things that weary me; and thence 
return, arrayed with Thy Peace, to do and bear what shall please 
Thee, through Jesus Christ. Amen.’—E. B. Pusey 


FROM PAUL B. KERN 


_ “The ancient searcher, standing in the dawning light of revela- 
tion, cried, ‘Oh, that I knew where I might find Him!’ The modern 
believer, standing in the full splendor of God’s eternal revelation in 
Christ, may cry aloud to all men: ‘Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world’.” 

Since so it is, and in that Face for me 

The final beauty burns to earth, 

And all things in heaven and earth 

Are summed and centered in a loveliness 

Beyond compare. How can my soul 

But worship Him as Saviour and as God ” 


—Page 241, “The Basic Beliefs of Jesus’’ 
Concerning Beauty 

The word “sacrifice” is built up of two Latin 
words, the one meaning “holy,” the other a form of a 
verb meaning “do” or “make.” In most general terms 
sacrifice means the surrender of one thing for the sake 
of another. The idea behind the word “sacrifice” is 
sharpened and brought into focus in the lesson from 
Hebrews 9 suggested for this study. One definition of 
“beauty” speaks of two elements—‘“a complex of im- 
ages and a feeling that animates them.” The beauty 
of any object is appreciated not as the result of formal 
arguments, but only as men recognize that certain feel- 
ings are awakened by the subject. So, in the treatment 
of this topic, the method is not “argument” in its gen- 
erally understood sense, but simply “looking unto Jesus,” 
for in His life and in His Cross the beauty of sacrifice 
reveals itself. 

“The Reasonableness of His Teachings’ may lead 
men to study the words of Jesus; “The Scope of His 
Power” may inspire men to share His strength; it is 
“The Beauty of His Sacrifice” that drives men to their 
knees in worship. The story is told of a day in the 
life of Charles Lamb when several men of letters were 
discussing great ones of the past. “If Shakespeare 
should come, all would rise to their feet.’ “True, and 
if Another should come into this room, all would kneel 
to kiss the hem of His garment.” It has been written 
that Beauty loves the lonely worshipper—in personal 
meditation one is haunted bythe beauty of His sacri- 
fice; but in contemplation through worship with others, 
one is overwhelmed by the beauty of His sacrifice! 


The Symmetry of His Sacrifice 

One ancient test of beauty in any object was sym- 
metry. The idea of symmetry expresses itself as har- 
mony or as consistency. If, at the end of an ordinary 
life there would have been one inconsistent gesture in 
the Cross, then, while the remembrance of one dead 
might recognize an element of beauty, the “harmony of 
the whole’ would not exist. You remember when in 
the study of geometry, bewildered minds sought to 
prove triangles “congruent?” “The Cross” fits “The 
Life” in the continuous sacrifice of Jesus! 

There is beauty in His sacrificing because the Life, 
the Death, and the Resurrection are “of a piece.” The 
whole of the Gospel record is an illustration of this 
harmony. Consider the sacrifice upon the Cross in the 
light of the glorious story that is told in John 13: 
“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands and that He came from God and went 
to God .... took a towel... .and began to wash the 
disciple’s feet and to wipe them.” One could expect 
that final sacrifice from this kind of Person! 
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The consistency of His words, His life, and His 
death came vividly to mind when, in the preparation of 
this topic, I read the whole of that portion of the Gospel 
according to Matthew, which we call “The Sermon on 
the Mount.” Read those words of the record in the light 
of His death upon the cross—a willing and consistent 
sacrifice. In such an exercise the Beauty of His sacri- 
fice lays hold upon one who takes time for meditation. 


The Revelation of His Sacrifice 
Another test of beauty is that it should express that 
which is ideal. Now this means the “observer” must, 
as we say in these days, “have something.’ Someone 
has said, “He who would find the wealth of the Indies 
must take the wealth of the Indies with him.” Re- 
member Wordsworth’s ‘Peter Bell”— 


“In vain through every changing 
Did nature lead him as before; 

A primrose by a river’s brim 

A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more.” 


There must be that “within a man” which makes him 
able to respond to what is revealed in the beauty of 
an object; it is the grace of God which enables a man 
to know the Beauty of His Sacrifice in what it reveals. 


year 


The sacrifice of Jesus “expresses” or reveals God. 
As one has suggested, “The Cross is God’s mark!” upon 
the world. The early followers discerned the revelation 
of His sacrifice; in the person of Christ God “emptied 
Himself” to take the form of “a servant.’ This insight 
was their response to the beauty of His sacrifice; God 
was like that! To be aware of what this beauty reveals 
one need not comprehend after the fashion that he 
understands the multiplication table or a theorem in 
geometry. 


Indeed, far beyond metaphor is the revelation of 
the Beauty of His Sacrifice. John 13:6 is perhaps the 
nearest approach to telling of the God who is re- 
vealed; His is the God who gave His only Son—gave, 
even to “death on the cross.” So, it is to Jesus that 
men look for what they would know of “the heart of 


the Eternal.” 
“For the love of God is broader 


Than the measures of man’s mind 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind.” 
The Meaning of His Sacrifice 

Unhappy must be the man who insists that all 
beauty must have “usefulness” in the language of a 
commercially-minded world. Nor need every poem, 
every work of art, have a “moral tag” attached that he 
who runs may read. Yet one so wise as the ancient 
Socrates made morality and usefulness a test of beauty. 
While sound arguments may be produced in defense of 
“art for art’s sake” the sacrifice of Jesus has beauty 
for its morality, and usefulness, and meaning, and pur- 
pose. His sacrifice is no work in pastels, just “pretty” 
for its own sake! It is the world’s blackness—and God's 
Light! The writer of Hebrews knew its meaning: 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, Who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 
to God, purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?” 


“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee: 

Let the Water and the Blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.” 
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The Beauty of His Sacrifice is “God's Foolishness,” 
of which Paul spoke. See how it looks at one swift 
glance, that day of Calvary. Surely this was the day of 
victory for the Roman Pilate and for the plotting ene- 
mies of Jesus. But the years have passed their verdict, 
a verdict sustained in the experience of men—that the 
sacrifice of Jesus made Him the Everlasting Victor! 
“We do see Jesus, for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honor.” There is the meaning of His 
sacrifice—a sacrifice enough to redeem all flesh and 
blood. 

To Think About 

List other characteristics of “beauty” than those 
mentioned in the topic study. Does His Sacrifice ex- 
hibit them? 

Discuss how men have tried to “hold” and to 
symbolize the Beauty of His Sacrifice (in music, archi- 
tecture, sculpture, etc.) 

When, in public worship, is the Beauty of His 
Sacrifice most apparent? 

People who do not see the best art nor listen to the 


best music lose, as we say, “the taste for it.” Is this 
a parable of what happens to the “busy life’ with no 
time for “Looking unto Jesus?” 

Is this, His Beauty, worth “drinking in” in a day 


such as our own? 

Do most of us know enough about the essential 
nature of His Sacrifice to be deeply affected by it? 

If we do not, is there any ‘‘discipline” that can help 
us to know more about it? 


‘For Further Study 


Fairest Lord Jesus: J. V. Moldenhauer (Abingdon) 

The Place of Jesus Christ in Modern Christianity: 
(Scribners), chapter VIII 

That Stance van Upon His Cross: Richard Roberts (Abingdon) 


chapter 
The Hero In Thy Soul: A. J. Gossip (Scribners). 
Art of Thinking in Terms of the Cross” 
Je Came Preaching: George A. Buttrick (Scribnersy, chapter 


Of the ALiitation of Christ: Thomas A. Kempis (in several inex- 
pensive editions; also found in the Harvard Classics series) 


John Baillie 


Sermon, “On the 


March 20, 1938 
Third Sunday in Lent 


THE SCOPE OF HIS POWER 
Ephesians 1:17-23 
(By Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, Baltimore, Maryland) 


Program 

Quiet Music 
Hymn: ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
Hymn: ‘‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
The Apostles’ Creed 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Scripture Lessons: Ephesians 1:17-23 

John 14:8-14 
The Offering and Announcements 


Poem or selected solo 

Leader’s Prayer 

Hymn: ‘The Son of God Goes Forth to War” 
Presentation of the Topic 

Discussion of the Topic 

Assigned Sentence Prayers 

Closing Hymn: ‘“‘Take My Life and Let It Be” 


Bible Readings 


I Corinthians 15:25-27. This whole chapter gives the word of 
Paul on the power of Christ over “‘the last enemy.” Such an in- 
sight is an essential part of the Christian revelation. 

Philippians 2:5-11. The power and the glory of Christ in their 
amazing relationship to His humility and obedience. 

John 14:8-14. The great sweep of His promise! Consider 
carefully whether the long record of the years has brought con- 
firmation os denial. 

Acts 1:6-9. Do you think that we have a claim to power like 
this, or as the promise limited to the early apostles? 

Corinthians 1:18-25. How greatly we need this understand- 
ing in the face of our own day! 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


PRAYER 


“O Lord, in Whose hands are life and death, by Whose power 
I am sustained, and by Whose mercy I am spared, look down upon 
me with pity. ‘Forgive me that I have until now so much neglected 
the duty which Thou hast assigned to me, and suffered the days 
and hours of which I must give account to pass away without any 
endeavor to accomplish Thy. will. Make me to remember, O God, 
that every day is Thy gift, and ought to be used according to Thy 
command. Grant me, therefore, so to repent of my negligence, 
that I may obtain mercy from Thee, and pass the time which Thou 
shalt yet allow me in diligent performance of Thy commands, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen.’’—Samuel Johnson 


“O Son of Man, to right my lot, | 
Naught but Thy presence can avail; 
Yet on the road Thy wheels are not, 
Nor on the sea Thy sail! 


My how, or when, Thou will not heed, 
But come down Thine own secret stair, 
That Thou may’st answer all my need, 
Yea, every bygone prayer.” 


—GEORGE MACDONALD 


FROM JEAN PAUL RICHTER 


“Christ, Who, being the holiest among the mighty, and the 
mightiest among the holy, lifted with His pierced hands empires 
off their hinges and turned the stream of the centuries out of its 
channel, and still governs the ages.’’ 


FROM “PILGRIM’S PROGRESS” 


“Mr, Greatheart said, ‘Let me see thy sword.’ So he showed it 
to him. When he had taken it and looked on it for a while he 
said, ‘Ha! It is a right Jerusalem blade! You fought a great while. 
I wonder you were not weary.’ 

“Then Mr. Valiant replied, ‘I fought till my sword did cleave 
to my hand; and when they were joined together, as if a_ sword 
grew out of my arm, and when the blood ran through my fingers, 
then I fought with most courage’.’’ (Is the power of Christ like 
that for you?)—John Bunyan. 


COMPANIONSHIP 


“No distant Lord have I, 

Loving afar to be. 

Made flesh for me He cannot rest 
Until He rests in me. 


“T need not journey far 

This dearest Friend to see. 
Companionship is always mine; 

He makes His home with me. 

“T envy not the twelve. 

Nearer to me is He. 

The life He once lived here on earth 
He lives again in me. 


“Ascended now to God 
My witness there to be, 
His witness here am I because 
His Spirit dwells in me. 


“O glorious Son of God, 
Incarnate Deity, 

I shall forever be with Thee 
Because Thou art with me.’ 


—MALTBIE BABCOCK 
FROM “A GENTLEMAN IN PRISON” 


(This is the story of the power of Christ as it came to a 
murderer under sentence of death in a Japanese prison. A Chris- 
tian woman gave him a Bible to read—and he read it.) “I have 
been more than twenty years in prison, since I was nineteen years 
of age, and during that time I have known what it meant to endure 
suffering, although I have had some pleasant times as well. I have 
passed through all sorts of experiences, and have been urged often 
to repent of my sins. In spite of this, however, I did not repent, 
but, oh the contrary, became more and more hardened. And then, 
by the power of that one word of Christ’s, ‘Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do,’ my unspeakably hardened heart 
was changed, and I repented of all my crimes. Such power is not 
in man.”’—Caroline Macdonald. 


A Time for Thinking! 

Too many “in the Church” take Jesus Christ for 
granted! For thousands of years the waters of a river 
thundered over the falls of Niagara, but for only a 
very few years have men known that here was power to 
turn great wheels of industry or to make whole cities 
shine with lights in the darkest of nights. Millions who 
take Jesus Christ for granted have never faced the 
“power and the glory’ of Him! This is no easy topic 
for lazy leaders, but it is a subject to challenge pro- 
found thinking, and to sound personal Christian con- 
victions. The conscientious leader will not drift about 
the shore line of Christian experience, but he will 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“launch out into the deep.” Here we face that which is 
fundamental. 


We Face Christian Fundamentals 

In this lesson from Ephesians we are brought face 
to face with the source of the power that sustained the 
early Church; the power which drove forward a con- 
fident Christianity into the teeth of a hostile world; we 
face the power of the Risen Lord. In no uncertain 
sense a Christian is one whose life has become “a 
garden for the Resurrection.” In verse 19 is an un- 
familiar phrase that has been retained through many 
translations and revisions of the New Testament—“to 
us-ward.” It is unusual, but it is exactly the phrase 
which links the whole content of the previous verse 
with those to whom the letter was sent, and to “all 
the saints,” the believers in every age. 

So profound is this subject that we can but “scratch 
the surface” of its implications. Study verses 20 to 24 
with care, and the scope of Paul’s understanding of 
the power of Jesus will appear; it is far more than just 
“power for persons.” The words “Far above all prin- 
cipality and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name” suggest an estimate of “What Christ Can Do” 
so daring, so amazing, that the Church has seldom 
sounded the depths of it! This implies a Christ above 
all areas of life and society. In the light of such a con- 
viction we can begin to understand how, into the dark 
and against all odds, there was a triumphant march of 
faith in the springtime of Christianity. With some re- 
luctance we limit our study to the Scope of His Power 
for Personal Living. 


For Daily Living 

“The Way of the Witnessess”’ as one man has 
called historic Christianity, clearly indicates the power 
of Jesus Christ for “daily living.” Living from day to 
day is a succession of crises, times when decisions must 
be made. All of us remember the story of Peter’s de- 
nial; from that day Peter took Jesus into account, and 
the story of the transformation of a coward into a hero 
is the record of the power of Jesus Christ in daily de- 
cisions. Temptations are certain to come to everyone, 
but through the power of the abiding Lord no tempta- 
tions are too difficult to conquer. One—with Christ—is 
always a majority, whatever the crowd may do. 

Do you remember the legend of “Quo Vadis?” 
There is the tale of how Peter, fleeing from Rome to 
evade his cross, met his Lord hastening to take his 
place. And the story tells how Peter, taking Jesus into 
account, ran back to his death gladly, to be crucified, 
head downward! I have always been fascinated by the 
record of the life of John Mark, and how, as a young 
man, he fled from the dangers of Asia Minor. But he 
took Christ into account in daily living, and as Paul 
neared death, he wrote of the profitable ministry of 
John Mark. 

Jesus Christ is power to meet tragedy, disaster, 
pain, and doubting. These come in daily life. 

“Oh, what a dusty answer gets the soul 
When hot for certainties in this our life.” 

Wihen Thomas, doubting, set the conditions of 
faith, Jesus met them; it is the power of Jesus, not 
mental gymnastics, that takes us “beyond doubt” in 
daily living. In Him is the power to hope and to dare, 
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when life brings no encouragement. There is the story 
of a cobbler in a dark little shop. Men wondered if he 
was not oppressed by the walls that hemmed him in; 
then he took them to a smaller room, and there was a 
window that faced the sea! He could always find the 
“life of a fair view.” The power of Jesus is like that. 


To Know One’s Destiny 

Through Jesus Christ men are able to place them- 
selves in reference to the universe. Think of that 
hunted, despised little band of early Christians; they 
were men who knew that “the ends of the ages” rested 
on them. Perhaps a sense of unimportance causes more 
trouble in this world than any other personal reason. 
In Jesus is the power “to become the sons of God.” 
One old Scotchman used to pray, “Lord, help me to 
rise above daily trifles.” Jesus does just that; in Him 
men can rise from their little selves to the sense of a 
high destiny, irrevocably appointed—‘“sons of God.” 

Jesus was not given to vain sayings, nor to pre- 
tending that little men were big men. Dr. Raymond 
Stamm has a sermon in American Lutheran Preaching, 
entitled “Every Christian a Christ;” now that is know- 
ing one’s destiny! This would be counted blasphemy 
should another have said it, but it is the record of the 
Gospel: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that be- 
lieveth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because I 
go unto my Father.” (John 14:12) That is the kind of 
power which Jesus gives to human personality—person- 
ality surrendered to Him. 


To Conquer Death 

Charles Lamb once wrote, “Men fear death as chil- 
dren fear to go into the dark.” There have been many 
in the past, as there are many today, who meet death 
with brave, stoic fortitude. But the power of Jesus 
is for more than the quiet courage of many an agnostic, 
or the noisy shouting of a Henley in the familiar lines 
of “Invictus.” His power brings the assurance of im- 
mortality, that death is not the end, and that there is 
that in life both worth immortality and that which shall 
never die. 

This is the power in which Christians have lived 
and endured. To be sure it is “mystery’—a life differ- 
ent to this present one, yet more real. It is so real and 
so worthy that, as Paul put it, “To live is Christ; to 
die is gain!” This is no matter of “a pie in the sky 
by and by” as those who laugh at immortality have 
phrased it. Many sincere Christians in these recent 
days have neglected the thought of immortality, under 
the mistaken conviction that’ modern thinkers have 
avoided the subject. No less than thrilling will be the 
reading of any one of these books by men of repute in 
the present day: “And The Life Everlasting,’ by John 
Baille; “After Death,’ by Leslie Weatherhead; and 
“Thoughts on Life and Death,” by William E. Hock- 
ing. These are the writings of a theologian, a popular 
preacher, and a philosopher, Such power is “His in- 
heritance in the Saints” of the lesson from Ephesians. 


To Think About 
Is the power and the authority of Christ final for 
a Luther Leaguer? How do you choose when there 
is a conflict between His authority and another author- 
ity? 
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Can you name any persons of your own acquaint- 
ance who have experienced the power of Jesus Christ to 
change life? What about yourself? 

If any of us know Christ’s power only by reputa- 
tion and not by experience, whose is the fault, Christ’s 
or ours? (Think this over and let your answer be hon- 
est, and not just a matter of saying what you think you 
“are supposed to say.”) 

What chance has one man to live “the good life” 
in this kind of world? Can the power of Christ make 
a difference? What difference? 

Does your own congregation bear witness to the 
power of Christ? How? 

Do you think that one can overcome any tempta- 
tion by the power of Christ? 

It is not easy always to distinguish right from 
wrong; can Christ give the power to discern right 
from wrong, good from evil in any complex situation? 
How do you know? 

How many of your Leaguers have thought seriously 
cf Christ’s power over death? 


For Further Study 


In addition to the three books named in the last paragraph 
of the topic material you will be helped by reference to any of 
the books by E. Stanley Jones, A. J. Russell, and Hugh Redwood, 


By the Grace of God: A book of changed lives (Hoddard and 
Stoughton). This is an amazing book of true stories, compiled 
from many sources. It was published in England in 1937; try 
to borrow it. 

The Transforming Friendship: Leslie Weatherhead (Abingdon) 

The Little Flowers of St. Francis 

What I Owe to Christ: C. F. Andrews 

American Lutheran Preaching: Miles Krumbine (Harper). Sermon 
by Dr. Raymond T. Stamm, ‘“‘Every Christian a Christ.” 
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March 27, 1938 
Fourth Sunday, in Lent 
*“LOG-CABINS, MOVIE-HOUSES, 
DANCE-HALLS—AND THEN?” 
Exodus 25:8 
(By Pastor Paul Andrew Kirsch, New York City) 


(Our suggestion is to make this a ‘different kind’ of a 
program.) . 


Program 

Assignment No. 1. Request one of the members to 
prepare a model of your congregation’s first Church 
building. Place in vestibule of Church and post 
thereon invitation to meeting. 

Hymn: “Pleasant Are Thy Courts Above” 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 84 

Prayer: No. 5, page 14, in “Collects and Prayers” 

Scripture—Assignment No. 2. Request one of the mem- 
bers to select suitable passages which will depict 
the erection of the patriarchial altars; the construc- 
tion of the Tabernacle and the Ark; the building 
of Solomon’s Temple; Zerubbabel’s Temple; and 
Herod’s Temple. (Hearing these familiar accounts 
of the progressive steps in God’s Church building 
program will cause a mighty stirring in the heart.) 
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Presentation of Topic 

Assignment No. 3. Request the pastor to give one of 
your members access to the Church records to prfe- 
pare a brief history of your congregation with 
special emphasis upon the Church building ven- 
tures. (This study will no doubt reveal that the 
congregation received aid in one form or another, 
which is true of over sixty percent of our present 
self-supporting congregations, and will serve to in- 
cite new interest in the Home Mission congrega- 
tions and their structures, especially those on the 
territory of your Synod.) 

Assignment No. 4. Ask one of the members to write 
to the President of your Conference or Synod and 
request a brief statement regarding the unhoused 
missions on the territory of your Synod—also a 
statement of the plans of your Synodical Home 
Mission Committee regarding their mission housing 
program. (The facts secured may be worked into a 
brief statement which will bring closer to the heart 
the need for greater Synodical cohesiveness.) 

Hymn: “I Love Thy Zion, Lord” 

Assignment No. 5. Ask a group of Leaguers to visit— 
if not too far distant—one of your Synodical un- 
housed missions, and prepare a brief description of 
same. (This visit may lead into an exchange of 
visits on the part of the Luther League, Women’s 
Missionary Society, Choir, etc. Possibly your pas- 
tor would also be willing at some time to exchange 
pulpits with your neighboring home missionary.) 

Assignment No. 6. Request one of the members to 
secure “snapshots” of the most recently con- 
structed mission Churches in your Synod. Display 
these at the meeting. 

Assignment No 7. Select one of the members to pre- 
pare a brief paper contrasting the relative progress 
of two mission congregations, one with a perma- 
nent and suitable house of worship erected soon 
after its establishment, and the other with no local 
habitation and only a name. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 
The congregation in Manhattan where the Luther 

League of America came into being, began in the loft 

of a livery stable. The Sunday School teachers found it 

necessary to hoist the children up a frail ladder into 
the loft, and some of the organizers of the National 
organization of the Luther League were among those 
who climbed the ladder. Some of the other New York 

City Churches were started in blacksmith shops, lodge 

halls, dance halls, and empty store-rooms. This is true 

of hundreds of congregations now firmly established 
and definitely on the firing line of Christian advance. 

In one of the Synods in the United Lutheran Church 

in America, two mission congregations are at present 
in borough halls, eight in fraternity buildings, three in 
empty store rooms, one in a theatre, two in former 
bar rooms, three in remodelled dwellings, one in a 
vacated school-house, one in a fire house. Oftentimes 
it is necessary for the Home Missionary or one of his 
loyal workers to clear away the remains of the Satur- 
day night’s dance party before the room can be made 
at least partly respectable for the Sunday School sés- 
sion and Church Service. 
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Try to picture what the above means; also the ex- 
citement caused if the fire alarm should ring during 
Sunday School class period or Church Service; or the 
association of weekly surroundings in a theatre, dance 
hall, or former bar room; or breathing in the fumes of 
gas and oil in a garage—places which cannot possibly 
tend to help one toward the right attitude of worship. 

There are at present ninety home mission congre- 
gations using for worship places not erected or dedi- 
cated for that purpose. Someone has said that a small 
band of Christian people without a Church home is 
like a flock of sheep under a pitiless sky with night 
setting in and the pack of wolves howling in the dis- 
tance. Unless properly housed, it is practically im- 
possible to keep discouragement, inferiority complexes 
and worldliness from hindering a development of a 
wholesome and glad Christian life within the congrega- 
tion and community. 

Properly housed, a mission congregation can be 
brought to speedier self-support, thus releasing funds 
for the organization of new congregations. It also be- 
comes a much stronger force in winning the selfish to 
a life of service, in arousing the careless, and in bring- 
ing back into the fold the alienated. Housed in a home 
of its own, it tells a stronger story to the passerby of 
the Christ who died to save; it gives to both sinner and 
saint a potent demonstration of the power of love and 
the depth of mercy. Storms may sweep over the country 
in general, or over any given community in particular, 
and they cannot affect to any great extent the life of 
a congregation—however small numerically—which is 
housed in a Church home. 

Home Mission efforts drag and are doomed to 
failure besides inflicting irreparable loss to the cause 
of the risen Christ when overlong delay is allowed be- 
fore the erection of a suitable home for the congrega- 
tion. 

The call goes out to assist every new congregation 
in securing early in its life its own Church home. May 
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an awakened Church see and do its full duty in this 
respect. It will, if it throbs with the sacrificial love of 
Christ for a lost world. The celebration of the Twenti- 
eth Anniversary of the United Lutheran Church in 
America is dedicated in its 1938 Anniversary Appeal to 
bring this about. 


Sources of Material 
1. “Ecclesia Plantanda,”’ issue of January 1938, a 
monthly publication sent to your pastor by 


the Board of American Missions—pages 3, 
4, 5 and 15. 

“Building for Eternity,” a pamphlet issued by 
the Board of American Missions. 

“OQ Christ, For Thine Own Glory,’ a booklet 
issued by the Board of American Missions, 
39 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 

3. The current issue of your Synodical Minutes: 

See Report of Home Mission Committee. 


to 


4. Address the Board’s Anniversary Appeal Head- 
quarters, at Room 506, Muhlenberg Building, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. for their 
special publications. 


Special Request To Leaguers 

The Board of American Missions would like the 
Leaguers who carry out the assignments suggested in 
the Missionary Topic for March 27th, to send copies 
of their material to the Board’s office, 39 East 35th 
Street, New York City. The Board is desirous of using 
this material for the cooperation of the Leaguers in this 
respect. Let us all show our appreciation of the work 
of this agency of our great Church by responding 
heartily. Paraphrasing the remarks of one of the radio 
announcers, “We” help the Board—and—ourselves,” by 
sending to its office all material used in the suggested 
assignments. Your Missionary Secretary has assured 
the Board of the Leaguers’ cooperation. You will send 
in your material, won't you? 


KOK OK K 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR MARCH 


Theme for Month: 


March 6, 1938 
THE KIND OF COMPANION I LIKE 
I Samuel 20:12-23, 31-42 

“Tell me what kind of companions you like, and 
I'll tell you what kind of a person you are.” How true 
is that saying? What is meant by the saying: “Birds 
of a feather flock together?” While it’s true that 
“birds of a feather flock together,” isn’t it also true 
that all of the birds differ in some respects one from 
another? Among sparrows, for instance, are not some 
more greedy than others: some more selfish than others. 
etc? Surely! The same is true with people—our com- 
panions—and we must flock together; otherwise life 
would be pretty drab and uninteresting. A person who 
uses himself as a rule to choose his companions will 
not find a single person who completely measures up. 
Each of us lacks something by the other fellow’s 
measuring stick. This does not mean that we can't 
have friends, or be a friend to others. It does mean, 


“OUR COMPANIONS” 


however, that we should carefully select our compan- 
ions for the good they will do us and for the good we 
will do them. 

Companionship is absolutely necessary to life. It 
is, in fact, life’s most crying need, as well as its most 
satisfying possession. One can get along without many 
things, but not without many friends and companions. 
Since companionship is based on selection to a great 
degree, let us set out on a quest for persons whose 
friendships will help us and our friendships help them. 

1. Here is a likable fellow to tie up to. He always 
has money. His dad lets him take out his car whenever 
he wants to, or maybe he has his own car. He dresses 
well, is popular at school. Now if I warm up to him 
good times are in store for me. It is true his sense of 
right and wrong isn’t up to my standard. He doesn’t go 
to Sunday School or Church. But what difference do 
these things make, so long as we have good times to- 
gether? I know how to take care of myself. 
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Can you afford to take chances with such a fellow? 
Are money, popularity and good times the first values 
of companionship? What are these first values? Aren’t 
you more likely to find them in boys who, while they 
may lack money, good looks, popularity and athletic 
ability, yet possess fine qualities of character and are 
Christian? 

2. We meet up now with boys or girls who are 
good at giving excuses. They excuse themselves for 
failure to get good marks at school. They seldom keep 
appointments. They laugh at their own weaknesses, and 
overlook those in others. They lack the moral courage 
to stand up for what is right, lest they be criticized. 
They straddle every question until they see which side 
the crowd is on. 

Why are such persons not the kind of companions 
you like? How is constant excusing of self veiled ly- 
ing? Why is it better to have persons for companions 
who are honest with themselves and you? 


3. Next, we are confronted by fickle persons. They 
change their minds as often as they do their clothing. 


One day they say one thing, the next day another. One | 


moment they do one thing, the next the opposite thing. 
You just can’t tell where such people stand. 


How about that type for a companion? In what 
ways are they likely to be fickle to you? Wouldn’t you 
prefer to have as a companion a person like Jonathan, 
who kept his word to David on the appointed day. 


4. We now introduce ourselves to those who lack 
the common and simple virtues and qualities of char- 
acter. They think nothing of lying, if lying serves their 
purposes; nor of cheating in school. They consider it 
smart to swear. They carry dirty pictures around with 
them and tell dirty stories. Their ideals are low. 

Why do such persons not make for lasting com- 
panionship? 

Let’s Look Into Unlucky 13 

Above we looked into four different types of people 
and gave our verdict on them. Now let us look into 
the word “companionship,’ which has thirteen letters, 
and see if our happiness will not be greater and our lives 
fuller by choosing our companions on the basis of thir- 
teen “qualities,” each in turn suggested by the thirteen 
letters spelling the word ‘companionship.’ In order to 
make sense in the use of this word arrangement each 
part must be begun with the phrase “The kind of com- 
panion I like is one who—’” 

C-onsiders and respects my honor, my ideals, my 
ambitions, my parents, my religion, and my friends. 

O-ffers assistance to make my life what God in- 
tends it to be. 

M-akes “truthfulness and trustworthiness” the chief 
pillars of our friendship. 

P-acks my life with wholesome laughter, clean fun 
and healthy recreations. 

A-dvises me against all errors of judgment and con- 
duct. Is not afraid to tell me my faults, nor attempts 
to hide his or refuses to mend them. I will consider a 
companion’s “call-down” a “call-up.” 

N-otices ways to do nice things for me. 
ish, kind and considerate. 

I-nstills in me the desire to develop my time and 
talents to their fullest capacity. 


Is unself- 
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O-pens his mouth to help me, but keeps it shut if 
it would harm me. 

N-ever fails to forgive and forget my mistakes, 
thoughtless words and unkindnesses, 

S-aves me from the “catty” and untruthful words 
of others. 

H-umility is his “middle name”’—mine, too. 

I-s courageous for the truth and courteous to 
people. 

P-ractices a living faith in a living God. 


Back Up! 

How did you treat this letter picture of the word 
“Companionship?” Did you merely read the thirteen 
parts of it? If so, then “back up” and give some 
thought and more discussion to them. For instance, 
what is meant by “Opens his mouth to help me, but 
keeps it shut if it would harm me?” It is possible to 
give many illustrations to each of the thirteen letter 
thoughts. Have you done it? 
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HOW COMPANIONS INFLUENCE US 
Ruth 1:16, 17 


What Influence Is 


We know not half the power, for good or ill, 

Our daily lives possess o’er one another; 

A careless word may help a soul to kill, 

Or by one look we may redeem our brother.—Anon. 


Influence is power. Now power is an unseen force. 
We do not see the electrical power in a dynamo or in 
high tension wires, but it is there nevertheless. The 
power of influence is just like that. Influence is the 
power you exert over others by your thoughts, words 
and actions—by the genral spirit of your life. It is a 
silent and most wonderful thing. Like the power of 
electricity, you neither see nor hear it, yet knowingly 


or unknowingly, you exert it. 


“Drop a word of cheer and kindness, 
Just a flash and it is gone, 

But there’s half a hundred circles 
Rippling on and on and on.” 


Most people have the idea that one must be out- 
standing to be of any influence. How often do we hear 
people say something like this: “I don’t amount to 
much, and when J’m dead and gone I'll soon be for- 
gotten.” The trouble with such false reasoning is in 
the fact that people have the wrong idea about what 
influence is, or maybe it’s because their lives haven’t 
in them any “plug-ins.” No matter how much electricity 
a dynamo creates or how much current is available to 
you in your home, unless you “plug in” and pull on the 
switch it won’t give forth light. Our lives, to give out 
influence, must have “plug-ins” so that people about 
us may receive light from us. Of course, we must al- 
ways have the switch turned on. Now between the 
current entering our homes and the light bulbs are 
“fuses.” These “fuses,” if burned out, stop the flow 
of electrical current from illuminating the bulbs. In 
other words, to be of influence we must be influenced. 
As Christian youth our influence, that is, our outside 
current, is Jesus. To show forth His light there must . 
be no “burned out fuses.” Once a person’s life ceases 
to radiate good influence that life has in it a “burned. 
out fuse.” Nothing of good is flowing into it, and noth- 
ing of good can flow forth from it. 
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How Companions Influence Us 


The kind of companions we choose determines the 
kind of influence coming into and going out of our 
lives. A good companion is a helper—a bad companion 
a hinderer. Since the current outside the house is of 
greater voltage than that inside, a transformer is used 
to reduce the outside current before entering our homes, 
otherwise the electric light bulbs would blow out in- 
stantly. Bad influence is like that. When unchecked, it 
“blows us up,” so to speak. Whereas, strange to say, 
any amount of the right kind of good influence illumi- 
nates our lives all the more brightly. Notice that I said 
“the right kind of good influence.” Well, believe it or 
not, but there’s a lot of mis-labelled good influence in 
the world today, and its doing an awful lot of harm to 
people. Beware, therefore, of both the slightly “tainted” 
variety of good influence and the out-and-out bad in- 
fluence. They are equally dangerous. 

Companions influence us from our earliest associa- 
tion with them. Especially is this true with respect to 
our ’teen age selection of companions. The choice of 
right companions today will result in the choice of 
right ones tomorrow. The argument that a boy or girl 
must first sow their “wild oats” before settling down 
has accounted for more unhappy lives and homes, and 
more over-flowing jails and prisons, than has any other 
one argument advanced by thoughtless man. 


The best choice of companions for any boy or girl 
is that of older persons. They exert a leveling in- 
fluence over younger and inexperienced minds. Parents, 
Sunday School Teachers, Intermediate Superintendents, 
and men and women of good character in all walks of 
life, may become power houses of influence to youth. 
The beautiful friendship between Ruth and Naomi is an 
apt illustration of the results of this sort of influence. 


Choose Your Companions Carefully 


The street we live on, the community we live in, 
the school we go to, the Church we attend and the 
condition of our birth pretty largely decide our com- 
panions. But, no matter that this is true it is also true 
that on every street, in every community and in every 
school and Church and home choice can be made be- 
tween the good and the bad. Hence the need for you to 
sift out the chaff from the wheat. 

1. Choose from deeds and not from looks. “Is 
she good looking?’ “Is he handsome?’ These and 
like questions are ofttimes asked by a boy or girl of 
the opposite sex, as though “looks” were everything. 
There must be something behind mere “looks” to make 
of a boy or a girl a good companion. “A western farm- 
er pointed out to a friend from the East a grove of 
trees. He asked him what they were. “Chestnuts,” 
was the confident reply. “Come and see,” the farmer 
said. The ground was strewn with acorns. Greatly sur- 
prised the traveler looked up. The leaves, surely, were 
chestnut leaves, but the boughs hung full of acorns. 
It was the chestnut-oak of the West. Not the leaf, but 
the fruit decides the species. 

2. Adult influence was mentioned earlier in our 
study. In the Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin, prepared 
by himself, his grandson, and others, we find the fol- 
lowing interesting letter to a friend: 


“Page Twenty-seven 


“The last time I saw your father he received 
me in his study, and, at my departure, showed me 
a shotter wayi out of his house, through a narrow 
passage, crossed by a beam overhead. We were 
talking as we withdrew, and as I was turning partly 
toward him he suddenly cried, “Stoop! Stoop!” I 
did not know just what he meant until I felt my 
head against the beam. He was a man that never 
failed to impart instruction, and on this occasion 
said, “You are too young, and have to go through 
the world; stoop as you go through it, and you will 
miss many hard bumps.” 


What is the lesson taught in the above illustration? 


Do young people generally learn that lesson themselves? 


Why are older people in a position to teach it to us? 


3. It was also stated above that influence was a 
silent and unseen power. Both good influences and bad 
influences become a part of our lives without our con- 
scious knowledge, yet we become involved in the out- 
come. Listen to this story of two dogs, Tray and 
Tiger: “A good-natured spaniel overtook a sturdymas- 
tiff as he was traveling upon the highway. Tray, al-_ 
though an entire stranger to Tiger, very civilly ac- 
costed him; and if it would be no interruption, he said, 
he would be glad to bear him company on his way. 
Tiger, who happened to be not altogether in so growl- 
ing a mood as usual, accepted the proposal; and they 
very amicably pursued their journey together. In the 
midst of their conversation, they arrived at the next 
village, where Tiger began to display his bad disposi- 
tion by an attack on almost every dog he met. The 
villagers immediately sallied forth with great indigna- 
tion to rescue their respective favorites, and falling 
upon our poor friends without distinction or mercy, 
poor Tray was most cruelly treated for no other reason 
than his being found in bad company.” 


Finally 

Let us make our lives positive so as to be un- 
harmed by evil influences, as well as receptive to good 
influences. A negative life is driven hither and thither 
by pleasure’s currents and passion’s gusts; but the 
positive life draws others after it, and lightens and lifts 
up all who are within reach of its influence. Recall the 
words of Jesus: “I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.’”’ Don’t you want to be a lifting influence? 
If so, be first lifted by the Great Lifter of men, Jesus 
Christ. 
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MAKING CHRIST MY CLOSEST COMPANION 
James 2:23; John 15:15-27 


Friendship His Life 

Friendship was one of the great qualities of the 
life of our Lord Jesus. We can readily see from all 
that the Gospels tell us about Him, that from the days 
of His boyhood He possessed the gift of making and 
keeping friends (Read Luke 2:46, 52). His first dis- 
ciples were attracted to Him by His attitude of com- 
panionship and doubtless followed Him because of it 
(Read John 1:38, 39). It is a very beautiful thought 
that the Christian Church, which has grown and de- 
veloped through the centuries to such a wonderful 
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influence, had its simple beginnings in the friendly con- 
tacts between Jesus and a few men and women. 

But Jesus was not as we so often are in the mat- 
ter of selecting companionship. He not only chose His 
companions from among those who were congenial to 
Him, or those who might be in a position to favor 
or help Him; but He sought out those whom nobody 
else cared for and showed Himself a Friend to them. 
It was for this reason that His enemies hurled re- 
proaches against Him (Read Luke 7:34). 


Friendship His Mission 
Christ’s mission to earth as our Saviour and Re- 
deemer was purely an expression of His companionship 
toward all men. “Ye are my friends,’ He once de- 


clared. Our first lesson about God is that “God is 
Love.’ Now, true friendship is simply love put into 
action. So we behold in the act of Jesus’ mission of 


Redemption the proof that God is love. As I write 
this topic there are hundreds of planes and naval ships 
searching the Pacific ocean for seven men who were 
forced down in a crippled airplane. There is hardly a 
day passes without our reading of some sort of mishap 
calling for rescue work. Some of this rescue work is 
done purely as an act of duty, some out of a deeper 
motive. But the rescue work Jesus performed was 
purely one of divine love. We are the lost, Jesus is the 
Rescuer, and His sole reason for seeking for us is be- 
cause He loves us. We are the lost and He the Rescuer 
because He said so: “For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10).” 
Now for the reason: “But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8). 


Our Friendship His Desire 

That Jesus wants our companionship needs no 
argument. Surely, His Life and His Mission are all 
that we need to convince us of His great desire. But, 
when we come to think of how we can make Jesus our 
greatest Companion, we are faced with the difficulty of 
not having Him with us in person. But that difficulty 
fades away when we remember His words: “Lo, I am 
with you always.” He is side by side with us in the 
person of the Holy Spirit; unseen, ’tis true, but never- 
theless as real as anything can be real. Since we like 
to sing, “What a Friend we have in Jesus,” suppose we 
study ways of making Jesus our closest Companion, 
and thus realize for Him His great desire. 

1. To be a companion with Jesus I must try to 
share His thoughts and feelings. This is not easy for 
any one, and indeed it is possible only because and as 
He makes it so. The fifteenth chapter of John’s Gos- 
pel has as its theme “‘Christ’s invitation to His dis- 
ciples to be His friends, loving Him as He loved them, 
sharing His thoughts, and obeying His commandments.” 
So, to be His companion and have Him for my Com- 
panion I must study His life to discover the secret of 
its power, and I must daily strive to grow into His 
likeness (Philippians 2:5). 

2. Jesus calls me to be His companion by sharing 
His task and bearing the burden that He bore—which 
is the burden of other men’s deeds (Read Matthew 
11:29). Jesus pays us the very highest of compliments 
when He invites us to be His companions in doing His 
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work. Nothing will cement us more securely to Jesus 
than sincere work in His name. The Reverend Doctor 
L. M. Zimmerman, pastor emeritus of Christ Lutheran 
Church in Baltimore, built up a large congregation 
from scratch solely by visiting the sick in hospitals. 
Listen to him speak: 

“How did you do it?” one of the laymen inquired 
of him. “We know about the start, and we know the 
finish, but how do the two connect? What did you do 
with what you had—or in spite of what you didn’t 
have—to bring about the result?” 

“The Lord did it,’ Doctor Zimmerman told the lay- 
men. “When I started out and looked at my field, all 
I -could find were people who didn’t seem to realize 
any need for the Gospel. There was only one thing to 
do. I just had to depend upon the Lord. When I 
looked again I saw something—a big building—a hos- 
pital. 

“The thought came to me that in the hospital 
were some who were waiting for a minister to come in 
and do whatever he could for them. So I went to the 
hospital, and I wasn’t disappointed. I found some- 
thing to do there. Upon the beds of that hospital were 
people who wanted to hear the word of God, and who 
wanted someone to pray with them. 

“After that I did my best to get to the hospital 
daily. I was continually finding people who wanted to 
know about God. They were ready to listen, and I 
always tried to be ready to do all I could for them. 

“Many of them, when they got out of the hospital, 
came to Christ Church. They felt the need of God, and 
of His Church. They brought others with them—hus- 
bands brought wives, wives brought husbands, parents 
brought children, and children brought parents. They 
brought relatives and friends. 

“In one way or another I was able to find people 
who needed to be in the Church, through keeping on 
visiting the hospitals” 

3. Jesus has attracted more people to Him than 
any other character of whom history knows, because 
He was more interested in men and women and chil- 
dren than anybody who has ever lived. One sure way 
for me to come into real companionship with Him is 
to share His interest in people. Other folks, with their 
joys and sorrows, their needs and desires, their strength 
and their weaknesses, were very real to Him. They 
must be real to me, too. Not just shadowy figures on 
the background of my own interests, but brothers and 
sisters all, who stand in need of what I can be and do 
for them. 


A Christ-Centered Companionship 

A Christ-Centered Companionship will not only 
cause us to do the things mentioned above, but also 
cause some changes within our own lives and hearts. 

1. It will purge us that we may bring forth more 
fruit of companionship (Read John 15:2). Note how 
close our companionship with Christ brings us to Him. 
All the more closer still when we permit Him to do 
some “purging.” As His vine-branch we have faults 
and flaws shooting out from us. These must be re- 
moved before true and lasting companionship can exist 
between us and Him, Untruthfulness, carelessness, dis- 
honesty and many other bad habits must first be purged 
from us. We are not only to be well-dressed, but well- 
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mannered and well-behaved 
with Chirst. 

2. It will bring joy to Jesus to have us as His 
companions, Read John 15:11. Isn’t that a wonderful 
thought? This Christ-Centered Companionship will make 
our love unselfish, lest we bring sadness into His heart. 

3. It will change our whole attitude about all 
people. Now read John 15:12. While we can have only 
a few close friends this friendship with Jesus makes us 
regard all boys and girls in a different light. No longer 
is there room in our hearts for spites and hatreds. It 
means that we will like everybody for Jesus’ sake. 

4. It means (John 15:14) that we are now really 
the friends of Jesus. While others may disappoint and 
fail us, we can count on Jesus being our constant Friend. 
There is no other Companion like Him. 


to enjoy companionship 


March 27, 1938 


WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
Luke 10:25-27 


Introduction 

The treatment of tonight’s Devotional will be quite 
different from anything attempted heretofore. ‘‘Variety, 
it is said, “is the spice of life.’ Topics need to have 
variety too, to be interesting. So, it is intended to de- 
velop this topic by the alphabet method. A word for 
each letter in the alphabet will be selected, set down 
within the material, underscored, and used for emphasis 
upon some thought appropriate to the question, ““Who 
is my Neighbor?” We will call it the “ABC to Z 
Method.” 

A. Whoever I have the ABILITY to help, be 
kind to, smile upon, 
my neighbor. And I'll ever consider it within my ABIL- 
ITY to cross over to the other side of the road to do 
it. Ill never consider distance an excuse not to be a 
good neighbor. 

B. In order to enjoy BLISS on earth I must be a 
BLESSING to all who take me for what I am and have 
to give. 

“Condition, circumstance, is not the thing; 

BLISS is the same in subject or in king.’”—Pope 

C. I will reserve no room in my heart for 
CLASSES. God, being the Father of all men, I shall 
strive to make all men my brothers. 

D. To love all men from my heart, when even 
loathing some would be easier, I shall have to DIS- 
CIPLINE myself—for Jesus’ sake. 

E. I will have no higher ESTIMATE of myself, 
but that it can be either elevated to fit the noblest or 
lowered to help the ignoblest. 

F. My neighbor is he who has like FAULTS with 
me, so if I FORGIVE him, he will FORGIVE me. 

G. All about me I see in faces so much of 
GLOOM, GRIEF and GREED, that it behooves me to 
shed abroad a lot of neighborly GOOD CHEER. 1 

H. He is my neighbor who wearies my head and 
weakens my hands in services he seems not to appreci- 
ate; but then, yes, then, I remember I have a HEART 


that pumps strength all through me, and I say: 
“Ah! how skillful grows the hand 
That obeyeth love’s command! 
It is the HEART, and not the brain, 
That to the highest doth attain, 
And he who followeth love’s_behest 
Far excelleth all the rest.’’—Longfellow 


cheer on, chat with pleasantly—is , 
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I. Who is my neighbor? To whomsoever I can 
give HAPPINESS through the HOSPITALITY of my 
HOME. 

J. In JUSTICE to my faith I must be a neighbor 
to all men that JOY may come to JESUS. 

K. A man’s KNOWLEDGE may be limited, but 
his KINDNESS should know no bounds until it has 
crossed the sea. 

L. The “man on the other side of the road” is 
my neighbor, for did not Jesus command? “Go, thou, 
and do LIKEWISE. But that man on the other side 
of the road is my enemy, you say. Listen to Jesus 
speak again: “LOVE your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and forgive 
them that despitefully use you and persecute you.” 

M. MISFORTUNE is the lot of all men, and 
MONEY will not wipe it away, but, thanks be to God, 


MERCY will, for 


“The quality of MERCY is not strained; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice bless’d; 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes. 


—SHAKESPEARE 
N. “NOBODY loves me!” we hear it so often said. 
But that cannot be true; 
For in the Bible, “God loves you,” 
And that goes for me, too. 
O. After the letter “N” in neighbor comes the let- 
ter “O” somewhere, and that “O” stands for OPTI- 
MISM, so 


it is read, 


“Let’s find the sunny side of men, 

Or be believers in it; 

A light there is in every soul 

That takes the pain to win it. 

Or there’s a slumbering good in all, 
And we, perchance, may wake it; 

Our hands contain the magic wand— 
This life is what we make it.—Selected 


P. Surely our PARENTS rate as much as neigh- 
bors, so let us POUR upon them the sweetest and best 
of our PERSONALITY, our PRAISE, our POPU- 


CAR Mi YG oun: OS WiniO NS sour Ulin andemott: 
PROSPERITY. 
Q. Now ‘Q” stands for QUALITY of character, 


so let’s show it by stirring up fewer QUARRELS at 
home and abroad. 

R. Under-girding the whole idea of neighborli- 
ness is RELIGION and REVERENCE, the only RE- 
SOURCE men know of as a substitute for REVENGE; 
and, at the same time, the mine in which is found true 
RICHES. 

S. A prayer: “SUCCESS, dear Father, is what 
I’m after, but oh, I beseech Thee, let me be content to 
find it in SIMPLICITY of the SAVIOUR’S SERV- 
ICE. -Amen.” 

T. Another prayer: “TEACH me, O Lord Jesus; 
how not to TRANSGRESS on my neighbor’s TRUST 
in me. Hold fast my TONGUE in TENDERNESS to 
the TRUTH about him, and if I would be TALKA- 
TIVE to him or about him, may it be only in 
THOUGHTS of THEE. Amen.” 

U. I every neighborhood there is no UNCER- 
TAINTY about UNCLEANNESS, UNFAITHFUL- 
NESS and UNKINDNESS—all of which I may expect; 
but on the other hand, there is certainty in removing 
some of it by Christian USEFULNESS. The letter 
“U” is not in “neighbor” nor in ‘who,’ but to know 
“WHO IS YOUR NEIGHBOR” is UP to YOU. 
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V. The letter “V” stands for VIRTUE, so if there 


is any VIRTUE in what appears above and below— 
these “HOWS"” to be a neighbor will teach you “WHO 
IS WHO,” because 


“Don’t look for the flaws as you go through life, 
And even when you find them : 

It is wise and kind to be somewhat blind, 

And look for the VIRTUE behind them.” 


—ELLA WHEELER WILCOX 
W. The letter “W” in our quest for “Who is my 
Neighbor?” stands for only one thing—WORK. Now, 
there are both good neighbors and bad neighbors, so 
WORK to make the good neighbors the best and the 


bad neighbors the better. 


“WORK for the good that is nighest; 

Dream not of greatness afar; 

That glory is ever the highest 

Which shines upon men as they are.’—Punshon 


X. The letter ‘‘X,” according to my dictionary, 
heads up the fewest words of any other letter in the 
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alphabet. But I note that it begins the word XENON, 
meaning, “An element in the atmosphere composed of 
an inert gas which solidifies at an extremely low tem- 
perature.” That doesn’t help us much. So, let us trans- 
pose and add a few words in that definition for 
XENON, and we have: “XP,” which are the first two 
letters of XPISTOS, the Greek word for Christ, “is 
THE element in the atmosphere composed of an alert 
SPIRIT which solidifies the neighborhood at an ex- 
tremely high LOVE temperature.” 

Y. The letter “Y” is the beginning of the word 
YOUTH, which is the time to begin to be a GOOD 
NEIGHBOR. 

Z. And now we have come to the end of the alpha- 
bet. Do you know by now who your neighbor is? If 
you don’t, then only “the ZEAL of the Lord will per- 
form this” for you. 


KOK OK K 


THE JUNIOR TOPICS 

Let us hear how you are using this series of Topics 
and any special ideas you have worked out while using 
them. 

Do your Juniors like them? Are they easy to pre- 
sent? Do you think the Juniors are learning any prac- 
tical lessons? What is your reaction? 

Write and tell us. We want to know how these 
Topics actually work out. We have had many com- 
ments; they have all been favorable. We welcome con- 
structive criticism. How can we make this material 
more helpful to you? Write and let us know. 


March 6, 1938 
LEARNING MORE OF JESUS 


Suggested Procedure 

Discuss for the next three lessons ways of learning more about 
Jesus and sharing His message. 

Open with worship—selected psalm, hymn, prayer. 

Use material in Junior Topics Booklet No. 6, ‘“The Child jand 
Religion (Part 2) Jesus” under “Learning of the Holy Spirit.” 

Use the Topics thoughts given below. 

Discuss how each one can learn more of Jesus—and let each 
one write on a slip one way in which they will try to learn more 
of Him—either by praying more, reading the Bible more, trying 
to help some one, or studying more faithfully about Him in Church 
School and Junior Luther League. 

Close with brief worship—hymn and prayer. 

Topic Thoughts 

We learn more of Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 
We have just heard how the Holy Spirit helps us. We 
cannot understand exactly how the Holy Spirit works, 
but we do know the Holy Spirit helps us and teaches us 
more of how to follow Jesus. °* 

The disciples, on the Day of Pentecost, did not 
understand God’s Holy Spirit which descended on them, 
but they knew it was God’s voice sent to lead them. 
They did not understand how God gave them power, 
but they knew that they had been able to preach in 
many languages and give the Gospel to people from 
many lands. 

They knew through the Holy Spirit they were given 
power. And so we, too, are given power and we learn 
if we listen to that voice which comes to guide us and 
tell us what to do. 
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There are other ways in which to learn more of 
Jesus. 

I can learn more of Him, of course, by reading 
my Bible. We must be constantly reminded to do this. 
It should become a daily habit with us. If we need 
food for our body every day, how much more do we 
need food for our spirit? 

I can learn more by giving attention to the lessons’ 
I hear in Church School and Junior Luther League. 

I can learn more by attending Church services and 
listening to the sermon. 

I can read books of Bible stories. 

I can read the story of the lives of great people and 
see how Jesus lived in them. 

I can learn of Jesus through the lives of those 
around me who are trying to live for Him. 

I can learn of Jesus through His Church—through 
worshipping there reverently. 

I can learn of Jesus by learning what my Church 
is doing to carry on His commandments. 


March 13, 1938 
SHARING THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 


Suggested Procedure 

Open your meeting with a Devotional Service. 

Use the first of the Lenten pictures suggested—a large one, 
“The Last Supper.” 

Follow with the topic study. 

Use topic material given in Junior Topics Booklet No. 6 under 
“Sharing The Message of Jesus.” 

Use Topic Thoughts given below. 

Close with brief worship—hymn, psalm, and prayer. 

Topic Thoughts 

I can share the message of Jesus: 

(1) By so acting and living that others will know 
I am trying to follow Jesus and that knowing Him 
makes a difference. This is the very first way to share 
the message—to let others see I am trying to live as 
He would have me live. 

(2) I can begin right where I am and tell others 
about Him. 
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(3) I can help send the message by helping those 
who do not know about Him in other lands. 

(4) I can help our missionaries and all those who 
are carrying the Gospel to others. 

(5) I can perhaps think about going as a mission- 
ary, being a deaconess, or becoming a pastor. 


March 20, 1938 
JESUS IN MY DAILY LIFE 


Suggested Procedure 
_ Lenten Worship. Use the second picture suggested—one pic- 
caring Christ in the Garden. : 

se material from Junior Topics Booklet No. 6. 

Use Topics Thoughts as given below. 

Closing Worship—hymn, psalm, prayer. 

Topic Thoughts 

What does Jesus mean to me? 

Does He make any difference in my life? 

Being born in a Christian land, having the Church, 
being able to join the Church, being able to serve Him 
—do we appreciate these things? 

We appreciate them a little more when we think 
of some lands where He is not known and where it 
costs something to leave all else and follow Him. 

Knowing Jesus will make a difference in the way I 
live. 

I will try to do nothing that I know would dis- 
please Him. 

I will try to follow His commandments. 

I will read my Bible. 

I will pray. 

I will do all I can to grow as Jesus did—‘in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” 

(Discuss each one of these and apply to the 
Juniors’ own lives, Let each resolve in some way to 
follow Him more closely each day.) 


March 27, 1938 
AIMING HIGHER . 
A Course for Juniors on World Peace 
(By Mary E. Propst) 


Materials: See December Review. 


Session VI 

References: A general review, by the leader, of the 
book, “Broken Guns,” and pamphlet, “Aiming Higher,” 
will serve as preparation for planning with the Juniors 
for the final session. The definite program will depend 
upon whether or not guests are to be invited to share 
Ate 

Preparation: Plan for a display of handwork done 
during the course. Peace Map, Book of Peace Heroes, 
class paper, or other project carried out. If a friendship 
gift to the children of Spain is to be sent, prepare to 
pack it and make it ready for mailing at the meeting. 
Appoint a small committee of Juniors to choose hymns, 
Scripture and prayer for the worship period. If possible, 
have one of the stories of the book dramatized. 

Program: (Suggested only, to be varied as desired.) 
Instrumental prelude by Juniors; Call to Worship; 
Hymn; Prayer; Story told or dramatized; Bible verses, 
repeated by all (page 17, “Aiming Higher); Dedication 
of suit-case with gifts, using hymn and prayer; Offer- 
ing, with prayer; Sentence Prayers; Closing Hymn. 
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_. Note for Leader: The theme of mission study for the following 

six months will be our friends in the United Lutheran Church in 
Canada. The material will be prepared by Mrs. A J. Fenner. 
The study may be introduced as an appropriate follow-up of the 
study of peace, emphasizing our long continued friendly relations 
with our neighboring country to the north. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society.) 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 

The March programs bring us to the Lenten story 
and lead to Easter. 

The little children—especially the Nursery and 
Kindergarten groups cannot fully understand the story 
of the Passions and only beginnings should be made 
to explain it. 

Especially with the Nursery group do little more 
than show the pictures suggested for ‘each lesson. 

The Kindergarten group can get a little more from 
each picture. For example: “Jesus prayed, He wants 
us to pray,” etc., 

The Primaries can be given the story as a whole 
and learn that He died for us. 

Spend the rest of the time, especially with the 
smallest children, in preparation for the Easter season 
and the Easter thought that we are happy at Easter 
time because Jesus lives. Devote much time to the 
signs of awakening life around about us, to Spring, and 
getting ready for Easter. 

Stress joy and happiness and you will be rewarded 
in the later Departments by having this foundation 
when you teach why we are happy at Easter. 

Make the Easter booklets suggested in the Febru- 
ary Review in each group. Teach the little ones Easter 
hymns. Gather as many Easter pictures as possible 
together for next month. 

Bring as much Spring as possible into your rooms. 
Bulbs, plants, cocoons, pussy willows, budding twigs, 
and Easter blooms at Easter. Put up pictures of birds 
and flowers and, springtime. 

If the little ones—and even the Nursery group can 
be taught this—learn that Spring is awakening with 
new life, we then have taken the first step in teaching 
the Resurrection story. 

Remember, at each age there are distinct truths 
to be taught. We do not teach the whole Bible, the 
entire plan of salvation or make Church members at 
one jump Let the child’s religious growth be natural; 
follow his natural abilities and normal instincts; lead 
on from one truth and one impression at a time. 


March 6, 19383—BROWN CHILDREN OF INDIA 


There is quite a lot of material available on India. Get as much 
as possible. ; ; 

Use it in turn in all the groups—the Juniors or Primary 
children may make India Panel Posters and give them to the 
Nursery group; the Kindergarten group may make a scrapbook 
with the India Picture Sheet for the Primaries to look at later in 
the meeting; the Nursery children can paste pictures to make 
posters for both groups. f 

You can secure India Picture Sheet (25 cents, Education 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Pa.), India Panel Posters (50 cents), India Vil- 
lage (60 cents), from United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Nursery 


Worship—prayer, ‘‘Bless the children of India,’ hymn, “Jesus 
Loves Me.” ; ; 

Memory Work—Teach India verse of ‘‘The World Children for 
esus.”” 
J Story—‘Two and an Elephant’? (40 cents—Playmate Series) 
or “The Three Camels’? (25 cents) from Women’s Missionary 
Society. 

Handwork—India Picture Sheet. Make frieze around room. 
Put up sheets of green cardboard, put the pictures on, talk over 
pictures. 
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Kindergarten 


Worship—Missionary prayer, hymn, familiar to the children. 
Memory Work—India verse, ‘‘World Children for Jesus.” 
Stories—from ‘Missionary Stories for Little Ones—Primary” 
—Applegarth. 5 
Handwork—Scrapbook on India—use the Imdia Picture Sheet. 


Primary 

Let several Primary children conduct worship—one announce 
a missionary hymn—another read psalm—another have prayer. 

Memory Work—India verse of ‘‘World Children for Jesus.” 

Story—Stories from ‘‘The Womderland of India.’’ 

Handwork—Panel Posters on India—or India Village. 

Come together. 

Discover what each group has done. 

Arrange an India, exhibit. Put on wall all the handwork made. 

Sing “The World Children for Jesus.” 

Have prayer for children of India. 


March 13, 1938—THE LAST SUPPER 


Use the picture, ‘‘The Last Supper’? for this meeting, in each 
grade. 

Nursery 

Show picture to little ones. 

Merely tell them that Jesus wanted to say good-bye to His 
friends. 

Teach name of picture. 

Then spend rest of time in making the Lenten booklets as 
suggested in February Review, using the picture of The Last 
Supper today. 

Then make a ‘Springtime’ book, a looseleaf scrapbook with 
pictures of the coming spring, flowers, birds, etc. 

Practice Easter carols. 


Kindergarten 

Show the picture. 

Teach the name of some of Jesus’ friends shown. 

Teli a little of the story of getting ready for this 
Supper. 

Also ‘eli of Judas. 

Then spend rest of time in handwork and music. 

Work on the Lenten Booklets as suggested, putting in picture 
of ‘‘Last Supper’ and make ‘Spring’ Posters. Use light green 
sheets of cardboard, with pictures of springtime. 

Practice Easter carols. 


Last 


Primary 

Show the picture. 

Tell how the Passover was celebrated every year—how Jesus 
planned to have this ‘Last Supper’? with His disciples. 

Name the disciples. 

Tell of Judas. 

Do not attempt too much explanation of the ‘‘Last Supper” as 
the instituting of the Holy Communion. Primary children cannot 
understand this. 
on pink cardboard. 

Make Lenten booklets as suggested. Make “Springtime’’ posters 

Practice Easter carols. 

Put all finished work on the wall. 

Meet together for the closing worship. 

Have large picture of “The Last Supper’ on low table—the 
“worship table,’ with two candles, one on either side. 

Talk over the picture. 

Let Primaries read story from Scripture. 

Close with prayer, thanks that Jesus is our Friend. Ask Him 
to be with us. 


March 20, 19383—GETHSEMANE 


The aim of this lesson is to help the children to pray. 

Teach prayers in each group. 

An excellent little book of prayers—‘‘Prayers for Little Chil- 
dren’’—Mary Alice Jones, may! be secured for ten cents, from the 
Publication House. 

Show the picture of the Garden (one of those used or booklets) 
in each group. Also have a large one of each of these pictures to 
use for Worship. 

Nursery 

Show picture. 

Talk over Jesus praying. 

Teach a prayer. 

Make prayer books. Have prayers typed and paste in a book, 
made by folding sheets of tablet in two. A cross may be put on 
the cover. 

A number of prayers may be put in this book for the children 
to be taught at home—morning prayer, evening prayer, table 
prayer, etc. 

Work on Lenten booklets. 

Practice Easter carols. 


Kindergarten 

Show picture. 

Tell story of Jesus in the Garden. 

Stress thought that we need to pray, too. 

Teach three prayers—morning, evening and 
line by line, having little ones repeat afterward. 

Work on Lenten booklets. 

Practice Easter carols. 


table—repeating 


Primary 
Show picture. 
Tell story. 
Have one of 

History, 

Make Lenien booklet. 
Leach prayers—morning, evening, table. 
Practice Easter carols. 


the children read part of story from Passion 
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Meet together afterward. 

Use prayers learned. 

Have picture on Worship Table. 

Let children re-tell story. 

Close with prayer: “Lord, teach us to pray.” 


March 27, 1938—THE TRIAL 


Emphasize this part of the Lenten story as part of Jesus’ suffer- 
ing, rather than going into elaborate detail. 


Nursery 

Show the picture. 

Tell briefly the story that the soldiers took Jesus. & 

Spend time on talking about Spring. Flowers and birds may 
be traced on paper and colored. 

Talk about happiness of new Springtime. 

Work on_ Lenten booklets. 

Practice Easter carols. 


Kindergarten 

Show picture. 

Tell story briefly. 

Have children re-tell it. 

Work on Lenten booklets. . 

Blue birds may be cut from paper to be pinned on curtains and 
put about all the rooms. 

Practice Easter carols. 


Primary 

Use picture. 

Tell story. 

Have story read from the Bible. 

Work on Lenten booklets. 

Cut out tulips from bright colored paper; put strips of brown 
wrapping paper here and there about room (representing window 
boxes) and put tulips in. 

Memory work—learn verse of “There Is a Green Hill.” 

Practice Easter carbols. 

Meet together for closing. 

Picture on altar table and two candles. 

Sing hymn, “There Is a Green Hill.” 

Have story of “The Trial” re-told. 

Close with prayer, “Help us to be good.” 


“Our Latch-string Is On The Outside” 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
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“Always Filled With Youth” 


Dr. Ross Stover 
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NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
apices in eet fields of concentration, 
pecial training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
ration for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
-rounded and adequate bie, Soy of student activities, 
bees attention to ie individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state, 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
Send For Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. - - - President 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - Registrar 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University Roanoke College 


(Co-educational) 


G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President FOUNDED 1853 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania SALEM, VIRGINIA 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications ! 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools ; “3 oF acai Fg erennd MEN 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B, Degrees B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Coursea 


An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 
Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, aoe 
Registrar 


Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Dean i Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 


OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 7 Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 


ORGANIZE a 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


J UNIOR FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


9 to 12 Years Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


IN TERMEDIATE $1.00 per Year 


12 to 16 Years SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


LUTHER LEAGUES Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
For Complete Information, Write to 1228-1234 Spruce Street 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


ac Just The Thing For bat 


BIBLE BOOK MARK 


Cross with Luther League Emblem 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to give to each 
person attending your Easter 
Sunrise Service or some other 
special Easter service. 


Al Splendid 


Souvenir 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to place in Easter 
Flowers for sick and shut-in 
folks. Name of Church can 
be written on reverse side. 


A ‘Gimely 
Gaster Gift 


STOCK USED IS 
A BEAUTIFUL HIGH-GRADE 
EMBOSSED 
WHITE CARDBOARD 


Special Gaster ‘Price | 


Bb cea ee {00 


Cash MUST Accompany Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Sample Cheerfully Sent on 
Receipt of a 3 cent Stamp 
to Cover Postage 


Illustration Shows Actual Size and Embossed Design of Stock 
The Embossed Design Is Not Colored—It Is Piain White 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) we will 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church print your CHURCH OR YOUR LEAGUE'S 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. NAME on reverse side, any quantity up to 200. 
Additional hundreds, 20 cents per hundred. : 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


